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DOROTHEA LANGE
January 2l - March 27, 1966

Introductory Corridor - North Wall

1. Egyptian Village. 1963 (1) p.102

2. Dorothea Lange's Mcther (11)
Venezuelan Hospitel. 1960 (18)
Hopi Indian, New Mexico. c¢. 1923 (5) p.l5
Ma Burnham, Conroy, Arkansas. 1938 (13)
Andrew Furuseth, San Francisco. 1934 (8) p. 21
Young Migratory Cotton Picker, Casa Grande, Arizona. 1940 (20) p.30
Funeral Cortege, End of An Era in a Small Valley Town, California. 1938 (21)
Gunlock, Utah. 1953 (6a) P23
Irish Child, County Clare, Ireland. 1954 (7) p.86

Introductory Corridor - South Wall

11, Vietnamese Mother. 1958 (16)

12, Texas Panhandle. 1938 (15) p.39

13. Girl and Ghurch, Utah. 1953 (6éb)

1. Utah Farmer. 1953 (17)

15. Mexican-American, San Francisco. 1928 (21b) p.l6
16. Adele Raas, San Francisco. c¢. 1920 (12) p. 17
17. County Clare, Ireland. 1954 (10)

18, Young Widow, Venezuela., 1960 (1L)

19. Migratory Cotton Picker, Eloy, Arizona. 19L0 (BAE) (2la) p,28

20, Gunlock, Utah., 1953 (3)

21, Rebecca Dixon, Sausalito. 1954 (2) p.58

South Room -~ New California

Time has edited these photographis, made over a span of twenty-five
years. They are a product of the files. Some were made at random,
by instinct, waiting on streetcorners or during expeditions to the
supermarket. Some were made on the fringes of assignments. Some
were made between bouts of illness, to test whether the eye remeined
true and the hand steady.

A photographer's files are in a sense his autobiography. More
resides there than he is aware of. Documentation does not necessarily
depend upon conscious themes. It can grow almost of itself, depending
upon the photographer's instinct and interests. As fragmentary and
incomplete as the archeologist's potsherds, it can be not less telling.

Dorothea Lange
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Introductory Wall Label

" The work o. Dorothea Lanve was directed not toward esthetic delight, but
toward social relevance. Beauty for her was not a goal, but a proof of
success--a demonstration that someth .ng of importance had been clearly seen
and graphically fixed. A beautiful picture, because of its rightness,
demanded contemplation, and that was the success she wished.

Yet this success depended on her art--on the alertness and fineness of
her sensibility. Lange was by choice a social observer, and by instinct an
artist. In the best of her photographs the demands of these two commitments
are reconciled and resolved; the image and its comment are inseparable,

In the early 'thirties Lange turned from the categorical and solvable
problems of studio portraiture toward the limitless problem of photographing

the wide unposable world.

Her sitters had been those who came to her, and who paid for her serv-
ices. In strife-~ridden San Francisco of the early Depression she recognized
that the essential life of the time was being lived on the streets, by those
who could not and would not buy her pictures. Unassigned and unsponsored,
without knowing what function her photographs might serve, but supported by
her need to see life and understand it, she took her camera into the center
of crisis, and photographed sidewalk orators, soup kitchens, strikers on
their pickets, and homeless, aimless, despairing men,

Others did this also. What distinguished Lange's work was a challenging
intelligence and an artist's vision. Her intelligence allowed her to bypass
the exceptional--the merely newsworthy--and discover the typical., Her art
gave to her observation an irreducible simplicity, the eloquence of
inevitability,

Lange's work created its own format of function. In 1934 the economist
Paul Taylor saw her pictures, and recognized the contribution that such pho-
tography could make to social research and educetion. He hired Lange to
assist in his study of California migrant workers. The success of this
project was an influential factor in the establishment in 1935 of the photo-
graphic unit of the Resettlement Administration (later the Farm Security
Administration). Lange was an original member of this group, which, under:
the direction of Roy E. Stryker, first suggested the full potentizls of
documentary photography as a cultural force--capable of educating the minds

and the sensibilities of a nation., °

During the following years Lange worked for the Farm Security Adminis-
tration and other government agencies, and also independently, pursuing her

own sense of what must be observed and understood. In 1945, after photo-

graphing the United Nations Conference for the Department of State, Lange

was stricken with the first of a succession of serious illnesses which were

to £ill much of her last twenty years. In the periods of relative health

that were allowed her, she photographed briefly in Ireland, in Asia, in South |
America, in Egypt; and in the hours that could be borrowed from the normal g
pattern of her life she again photographed California She did not attempt

to repeat her earlier pictures. The central fact was now not depression

but prosperity, so she photographed the mushrooming population and its

money: its new houses and highways and automobiles and marketplaces and

recreations.

This latter work she considered not a document but the sketch for a :
documente The record of the 'sixties thet she wanted to make was beyond

the reach of one photographer. During the last two years of her life she

worked to define the conditions under which a new documentary unit might

provide for this generation a service parallel to thest performed thirty

years ago by the photographers of the Farm Security Administration.

John Szarkowski

22, Sunlit Oak c. 1957 (213)

23. First Born, Berkeley. 1952 (224) p.T7h
(two pictures above hung on title panel)



file:///mder

Dorothea Lange - Pg. 3

South Room ~ New California continued

2)-1.
25.
26.

28.
29.
30.
1.
32.
33.
3L.
35.
36.
37.
38,
39.

Tractored Out, Childress County, Texas. 1938 (2L4) p.2L

San Joaquin Valley, California. 1935 (23)

Oklahoma County, Oklahoma. 1938 (22)

The Road West, New Mexico. 1938 (25) p.53

Migrant Mother, Nipomo, California. 1936 (RA) (26) p.25

Kern County, California. 1937 (29)

Near Westley, California. 1938 (27)

Calipatria, California. February, 1937. (FSa) (28)

Jobless on Edge of Peafield, Imperial Valley, California. 1937 (FSA)(32)
Kern County, California. 1938 (31) p.37 pe3
Richmond, California. 1942 (3L) p.5L

One Nation Indivisible, San Francisco. 1942 (WRA) (35) p.55

Shipyard Construction Workers, Richmond, California. 1942 (36) p.56
Richmond, California. 1942 (37) p.57

Richmond, California. 1942 (38)

Richmond, California. 19LL (39)

War Babies, Richmond, California. 1941 (LO)

Oakland, California. 1942 (Ll) p.59

End of Shift, Richmond, California. 19L2 (L2) p.61

‘Shipyard Worker, Richmond, California. 1942 (L3) p.60

Western Addition, San Francisco, California. 1951 (LS)
Richmond, California. 1942 (50)

Oakland, California. 1942 (LkL)

Oakland, California. 1952 (51)

Richmond, California. 1942 (L6)

Ozkland, California. 1952 (L9)

Richmond, California. 1942 ();8)

Western Addition, San Francisco, California. 1951 (53)
Oakland, California, 1952 (L7)

Richmond, California. 1942 (52)

Cafe’ near Pinole, California, 1956 (5L) p.82

Repwlican ' National Convention, San Francisco. 1956 (55)
Oakland, California. 1942 (56)

Near Milpitas, California. 1956 (57)

U.S. Highway #LO, California., 1956 (58) p.83
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0ld South
59. Ex-Slave with Long Memory, Alabama. 1937 (69) p.lL3
60. Sharecroppers, Eutaw, Alabama. 1937 (FSA) (70) p.kL2
61. Plantation Overseer and his Field Hands, Mississippi Delta. 1936 (Ra)
(71) p.L8
62. Hoeing, near Yazoo City, Mississippi. 1937 (FsA) (72) p.lk
63. One Man, One Mule, Greene County, Georgia. 1937 (FSA) (73) p.LS
Young Sharecropper, Macon County, Georgia. 1937 (FSA) (7L)
65. Water Boy, Mississippi Delta. 1938 (75) p.Lb
66. Greenville, Mississippi. 1938 (76) p.L7
67. Tennessee. 1938 (77)
68. Yazoo Delta, Mississippi. 1938 (78)
69. Crossroads Store, Alabama. 1937 (T79) p.L9
By the Chinsberry Tree, near Tipton, Georgia. 1938 (23L)
Arkansas Sharecroppers. c. 1937 (Fsa) (81)
Georgia Road Sign. 1938 (80)
Mississippi. 1938 (82)
Sheriff, Waggoner, Oklahoma. 1937 (FSA) (83) p.51
Ditch
I am trying here to say something
about the despised, the defeated,
the aliencted.
About death and disaster.
About the wounded, the crippled,
the helpless, the rootless,
the dislocated.
About duress and trouble.

About finality.
About the last ditch.

Dorothea Lange
White Angel Bread Line, San Francisco. 1933 (84) p.20
Wandering Boy, Camp Carlton, California. 1935 (87)
Unemployed Farm Workers, Stockton, California. 1937 (FSA) (85)
Burned-out Couple, Sacramento Valley, California. 1940 (88)
Sacramento Valley, California. 1940 (BAE) (89)
Woman of the High Plains, Texas Panhandle. 1938 (90) p.38
Ditched, Stalled and Stranded, San Joaquin Valley, California. 1935 (RA)

(91) p.26
Six Tenant Farmers without Farms, Hardman County, Texas. 1938 (Fsa)

(92) p.32
A Half-hour Later, Hardman County, Texas. 1938. (93) p.33
Damaged Child, Shacktown, Elm Grove, Oklahoma. 1936 (RA) (9L) p.27
Apartment House Dweller, Bay Area, California. 1957 (95)

New York City. 1952 (96)

Bad Trouble over the Weekend. 196L (97) p.71
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Last Ditch continued

88.
89.
90.
91,
92.
93.
9.
95.
96.

97.

98,

99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
10L.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.

112,

"Guilty, Your Honor", Alameda County Courthouse, California. 1955-57 (93)
PeT

Black Maria, Oakland. 1955-57 ( 99) p.77
The Defendant, Alameda County Courthouse, California. 1955-57. (100) p.78

The Public Defender, Alameda County Courthouse, California. 1955-57 (101)
P.T9

_Winters, California. 1955 (102) p.70

Walking Wounded, Oakland. 1954 (103) p.80
Grayson, San Joaquin Valley, California. 1938 (104) p.Ll
Terrified Horse, Napa County, California. 1956 (59) p.SBl

J. R. Butler, President of the Southern Tenant Farmers! Union, Memphis,
Tennessee. 1938. (105) p.Lo

Helen and Andrew. 1956 (217)

First Born, Berkeley. 1952 (224) p.7L
Second Born, Berkeley. 1955. (22La) p.75
Sunlit Oak c. 1957 (213)

Oak Trunk., c. 1957 (215) p,69

Oak. c¢. 1957 (21L)

Chris. 1957 (220)

John and Helen, Berkeley, California. 1955 (236) p.72
Crown of Gregor's Head. 1953. (222)

‘Paul, Brief Case and Umbrella. 1957 (226)
Flower Arrangement. 195L (221)

Andrew, Berkeley. 1959 (223) p.73
Paul's Hands. 1957 (232)

Split Tree. c. 1957 (230)

Rain., 1958 (229)

Greg, Running. 1955 (225)

Fourteen small matted prints

113.
11,
115,
116.
117,
118.
119.
120.
32X,

Untitled 1936 (RA) (?) (202)

Pakistan. 1958 (208)

Imperial Valley, California. 1935 (201)

Vietnam. 1958 (199a)

Greene County, Georgia. 1937 (FsA) (206)

Mrs. S. Lilienthal, San Francisco. c. 1930 (207)
County Clare, Ireland., 1954 (212)

Texas. c. 1938 (FsA) (210)

Imperial Valley. 1935 (?) (205)
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Fourteen small matted prints - continued

-_—

122. Ozarks, Missouri. 1938 (200)

123. Rural California. 1938 (?) (203)
12Li. Bedouin Camp, Egypt. 1963 (20L)
125, Gunlock, Utah. 1953 (211)

126. John, San Francisco. 1931 (209) p.l9

Utah

127. Doorway. 1953 (179)

128. Maryann Savage, Utah. 1933 (173)
129. Gravestone, near Toquerville. 1953 (17L)
130. Riley Savage. 1953 (175)

131. Toquerville, Utah. 1953 (181) p.62
132. Toquerville, Utah. 1953 (180) p.63
133. Evening. 1953 (178)

134, Lap. 1953 (177)

135. Evening. 1953 (176)

136. Clouds, Utah. 1958 (157b)

Individual Pictures (West cide of Wall)

137. Man Stepping from Curb. 1956 (159) p.66

138. Gunlock, Utah. 1953 (191) p.67

139. Woman in Migratory Lebor Camp, California. 1938 (FSA) (190) p.31
140. Village, Mekong River Delta, South Vietnam. 1953 (160)

141. Andrew at Steep Ravine, Marin County, California. 1957 (199)

142. Spring in Berkeley. 1952 (19L) p.65

13. Spring in New York. 1952 (235) p.6L

144, Child and Her Mother, Wapato, Yakima Valley, Washington. 1939 (Fsa)
(233) p.29

145. Argument in Trailer Court. 19LL (198) p.58
146. Nob Hill, San Francisco. 1956 (195)
147. Sacramento, California. 1951 (197)
148. Herald Square, New York. 1952 (196)

Individual Pictures (East gide of Wall)

149. Street Demonstration, San Francisco. 1933 (165) p.22
150, Pledge to the Flag, San Francisco. 1942 (162)

151, Kern County, California. MNovember, 1938 (FsA) (33)
152. Back. 1935 (168a) p.35

153, San Francisco Waterfront. 1934 (156)

154, Back. 1938 (168c) p.3L
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Individuel Pictures (Bast side of Wall) continued

155. James Roosevelt Campaigning. 1945 (168b)

156. Cotton Picker, San Joaquin Valley, California. 1938 (189)
157. "On the Plains a Hat is More than a Covering." 1938 (189)
158, Church on the Great Plains. 1941 (153)

159. Road on the Great Plains. 1941 (154)

160. Berryessa Valley, Napa County, California. 1957 (192)
161. On the Great Plains, near Winter, South Dakota. 1938 (169)
162. Torso, San Francisco. 1923 (155) p.l8

NORTH ROOM

Asia

«se €ach traveller should know what he has :to see,
and what properly belongs to him, on a journey.

Goethe

Vietnam. 1958 (117)

Nepal. 1958 (3318)
165. Pakistani Youth, Karachi. 1958 (119) p.90
166. Pakistan. 1958 (120)
167. Indonesia. 1958 (122) p.92
168, Indonesia. 1958 (123)
169. Bananas, Indonesia. 1958 (12L)
170. Oranges, Indonesia. 1953 (125)
171. Hong Kong. 1958 (126) p.93
172. Stairs, Japan. 1958 (128)
173. Hand, Indonesian Dancer, Java. 1958 (129) p.95
17h. Korean Child., 1958 (130) p.9L
175, Foot of Priest, Burma. 1958 (131) p.91
176. Ornamental Detail, Indonesia. 1958 (132)
177. Indonesia. 1958 (133)
178, Woman on Stairs, Indonesia. 1958 (13L)
179. Burma: (detail), 1958 (136)
180, Burma. 1958 (135)
Ireland
181, County Clare, Ireland. 1954 (106) p.8L
182, Country Road, County Clare, Ireland., 1954 (107) p.85
183, The Church Is Full; near Inagh, County Clare. 195L (108)
184, Market Day, Western Ireland. 1954 (109)
185, Patrick Flanagan on Tubber Green. 1954 (110)
186, Strong Winds Blow in Western Ireland. 1954 (111)

187, Story Teller, County Clare, Ireland. 1954 (112) p.87
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Ireland continued

188. Boy, Western Ireland, 1954 (113)

189, Girl, Western Ireland. 1954 (11k)

190, Sunday, Western Ireland. 1954 (115)

191. Rainy Day, County Clare, Ireland. 1954 (116) p.88
Egypt

192, 01d Woman, Egypt. 1963 (137)

193. Egyptian Village. 1963 (138)

194, Proecession. 1963 (139)

195, Woman in Purdah, Upper Egypt. 1963 (1L1) p.98
196. Architectural Detail, Upper Egypt. 1963 (1LO) p.99
197. Procession Bearing Food to the Dead, Upper Egypt. 1963 (1L42) p.97
198, Nile Valley. 1963 (1L43)

199. Nile Village, Egypt. 1963 (1L6) p.100

200. Man, Egypt. 1963 (1L5)

201, Two Women, Egypt. 1963 (1LL)

202. Arches, Egypt. 1963 (1L9)

203, Nile Delta, Egypt. 1963 (1L8) p.lOl

204, Boy, Egypt. 1963 (152)

Individual Pictures (South side of Wall)

205. Japan. 1958 (127)

206, Near Wudi Modaui, Sudan. 1963 (182)

207. Near Wudi Modaui, Sudan. 1963 (183)

208, Near Wudi Modaui, Sudan. 1963 (18l)

209, Pathan Warrior-tribesman, Khyber Pass. 1958 (121) p.89

Individual Pictures (North side of Wall)

210, Venezwela. 1960 (188)

211, Campesino, Venezuela. 1960 (19) p.96

212, Arab, Egypt. 1963 (147)

213, Hoeing, Egypt. 1963 (151) 2

21l,, Shepherd, Egypt. 1963 (150)




