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NE'T MEXICO'S FOLK ART

New Mcxico's Spanish-ccloninl art is revealced as an authentic

americen design troditicn in the exhibition, New Horizons in Ameri-

nggzﬁg which c¢pens at the Museum of Modern sart, 11 West 53 Street,

o Septimber 16. Froum the beginning of the Spanish colonizaticn of

the regicn now New Mexico, folk art of peculiar beeuty flcurished
there.  Brought to this country from Spain, this art tock on the form
ond ideas of the new Land inhsobitcd by Indions with arts at least a
thousand ycars old. The fulk ort of Mexico and New Mexico shows the
influence of these twe csthetic strains. The Spanish-Cclenial 'port-
fuliv of fifty watercclor pletes of the Index of samerican Design of
the Federal art Project prcserves this artistic legacy fcr the nation

in permonent form. Selected plates will be exhibited in New Hourizons

in Americon art.

From the 16th century thrceugh the 19th, saints painted and carved
by provineial artists adourned the New lMexican churches, these being
the "santis retobles!" and "sontes bulteos" ¢f the Index's pertfolio,
"Santos" arc picturcs of scints painted on tablets ¢r small plaques of
wocd., Santcs "bultog!'--litcrslly "saints in thce bulk"--are sculptures
in weed, carved in the round, scmetimes with cloth superimpcsed and
then painted. The bultcs have a very gay eir, bedecked with ribbons
end Christmos-trcee ornements left at all seasons by picus belicvers.
Other forms of New Mexican art are painted end carved chests, spcei-
mens of which have becn discuvered by accident in New Mexican houses
in the meunteins far back from moin highways and citiesy paintings c¢n
buffale hides, tin fromes hommered intc decorative patterns for
seints' pictures; and woven blankets, in harmcnicus cclers.

Tedoy the santus, bultes, chests and blankets are recognized as
riginal ond beautiful works of art. But meny of them still remain

hidden away in recmote end distont New llexican villages, like Chimeyc,

whose Senctuario may be called a modern Canterbury. New Mexice is a

vist state, 400 miles square, more than large encugh to contain all
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jev England comfortably within its boundaries. It is 2 land of tower-
ing mountein ranges and deep canyons, mesas and valleys, bright sun
:nd sudden rainstorms. Bocausc of thesce climatie and geogrephic face-
tors, cven in today's age of rapid transportation, villages often arc
rceched only with great difficulty. Thus it is poscible for finc cx-
«mples of the region's old culture to survive in remote locelities,
untouched by modcern progrees and unknowmn.

"The art of the Spanish-Coloninl period is cne of the great folk
arts of the world and gocs fop beyond the mere peacsant flair to deco-
rcte surfaces and prottify spaces," writes Don2ld Bear, Director of
the Denver Art Muscum end regionnl dircctor of the Federal Art Pro-
jeet, undcr whosc auspiccs the portfolio is being made. "It 1s an
art which meay be lookced upoh as cven merc legitimate matcerial and
morc troditional to this scetion than the art of the American Indien,
wvhich is a race alien in blood to our culturc. If the Art Projcet had
added nothing but this portfolio, it would be making a contribution
which would for morce than justify thesce activities of the United
Statcs govermment.'

The artist executing the drawings ond master plates for the
Spanish-Colonial portfeolio is E. Boyd, one of the younger artists of
the Rio Grandce valley. With Santa Fe ac headquorters, Miss Boyd is
scouring New lexico to discover more ond better exemples of the origi-
nel material widely scattercd in churches and chapels throughout the
state. After the master plate is mede in opaque water color, a key
block is cut in linoleum or wood :nd the prints turned over to assis-
teant artists for coloring. IKoch portfolic of the editicn of two hun-
dred will have an introduction describing the individual plates and
the saints rcepresentced therein.

Besides the work being corricd en under Miss Boyd's direction, a
parallcl work is being donc in Denver by lMrs. lloudc Fiorcntino-Valll,
2 70=-yenr-old crtist. Mrs. Vallé's plates arc unique ccpies, water-
colors which exist only in the one original.

Paintecd chests from the ccllection of Carlos Vierra of New
liexico ore 2lso being rccoerded by the Index of Amcricen Design. Ren-

derings arc alec being mede of ¢0ld Sponish-Colonial embroidery, of










