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Patrons Form 
odernist Art 
iuseirai Here 

Mrs^Jbhn p . Rockefeller Jr. 
and A. ^ n j ^ G o o d y e a r 
Arc Among -, Sponsors 

Establishment in New York City of 
what is expected to become an impor­
tan t and permanent mu»«um of mod­
ern art was announced yesterday by a 
group of American collectors and pa­
trons of art who will open an exhibi­
tion gallery next month in the Heck-
icKr-r Building, Fifth Avenue and 
Fifty-se\'*nth Rtreet. 

The- sponsors *f the enterprise, which 
bears the name of the Museum of Mod­
em. Art, include A. Conger Goodyear, 
chairman; Mrs. John D. Rockefeller Jr:,» 
treasurer; Frank Crowninshield, sec­
retary; M*ss Liazie Bliss; Mrs, W. Mur­
ray Crane; Mrs. Cornelius J. Sullivan 
and Professor Paul J. Sachs. Alfred 
H. Barr Jr., ilormeriy of the Fogg Mu­
seum, will be the director 

The Immediate purpose of the found­
ers is to present a series of some twenty 
exhibitions *>f modern art during the 
next two years. The ultimate object 
is to acquire, from time to time, either 
by gift or by purchase, a collection of 
the best modern works of art for a per­
manent museum. The exhibitions will 
include as complete a representation as 
may be possible of the great modern 
masters—American and European— 
from Cezanne to the present day. 

The project, plans for which were 
made public at a luncheon given by the 
organizers at the.Hotel Madison, is de­
scribed in a statement prepared by the 
committee, which sets- forth the pur­
poses of the institution and the cir­
cumstances leading to the organization 
of the enterprise, j 

vZ^--etf>S.Ti>ttee points to the rising I 
tide of interest in modern movements | 
in art, as reflected Jn.the formation of i 
Iprtvs*? ooU^tsae isg public, gflteafcu 
in all parts of the world, and calls at­
tention to the fact that "New York 
alone, among all the great metropolises 
of the world, lacks a public gallery 
where the works of the founders and 
masters of the modern schools can to­
day be seen." 

The sponsors of the project harbor 
no criticism, of the position taken by 
the Metropolitan Museum, declaring 
•that "as a great museum it may Justly 
take the stand that it wishes to acquire 
only those works of art which seem 

(Continued.on page thirteen) 
ertainly and permanently valuable, 
xperlence lias shown," the statement 
ontinues, "that the best way of giving 
o modern art a fair presentation is to 
establish a gallery devoted frankly to 
h- works of -rtists who most truly I 
eflect the taste, feeling and tendencies 
f the day." 
The new museum aims to establish a 

relationship to the Metropolitan M\i-
:eum Uke that of the Luxembourg to 
he Louvre. Among its functions will 
>e to attempt to establish a collection 
f the immediate ancestors, American 
nd European, of the modern move-
nent; artists whose paintings are still 
oo controversial for universal accept-
nce. This collection would be formed 
y gifts, bequests, purchase and per-
iaps by semi-permanent loans. 

France and I'. S. Come First 
The idea Is to have other galleries 

isplay carefully chosen permanent 
Elections of the most Important liv-
ng masters, especially those of Prance 
nd the United States, though eventu­
ally there would be representative 

groups from England. Germany, Italy, 
Mexico and other countries. 

To make a gradual approach to their 
final objective the founders hnve 
adopted the plan whereby the Museum 
of Modern Art will function during the 
first two years as a gallery for tempo­
rary loan exhibitions. 

The temporary home of the museum 
will be on the twelfth floor of the 
Heckscher Building, where a room 
eighty-five feet by sixty-five has been 
obtained. The first exhibition will 
open about October 1, possibly earlier, 
according to Mr. Barr, who has the 

I plans for operating the gallery in 
charge. This will consist of a collec-

' tlon of a hundred or more paintings 
and drawings by Cezanne. Van Gogh, 
3auguin, Renoir and Seurat. 

At first it was intended to open with 
an exhibition of paintings by American 
masters, who are to be given full rec­
ognition both in the temporary exhi­
bitions and in the plans for the future 
nuseum, Mr. Crowninshield said at the 
luncheon yesterday. Those present in­
cluded art critics, editors of art de­
partments of newspapers and maga­
zines, the new director and several of 
the founders, including Miss Bliss, Mrs. 
Sullivan and Mr. Crowninshield. 

Albert P. Ryder, Winslow Homer and 
Thomas Eakins were the masters con-
•idered for the initial exhibition, wnose 
vorks. however, will be featured in a 
ubsequent show in the new gallery. 
Xher shows on the coming season's 
chedule will consist of paintings by 
istinguished contemporary American , 
rtists, paintings by outstanding French j 
-ainters of today, a survey of modern 
Mexican art and group exhibitions of ' 

the work of American, French and Ger­
man sculptors. 

For ail the museum's exhibitions the 
co-operation of other'museums, private 
collectors and, dealers are invited. Noth­
ing in the museum wil be for sale, ac­
cording to the plan, and in all respects 
the institution will function purely as 
an educational one. 

Mr. Crowninshield announced tnat 
the greater part of the fund necessary 
to operate the museum during the first 
year had been subscribed. In outlining 
the pl&n of operation he said there 
would probably be small exhibitions, 
such as groups of prints, drawings or 
small sculpture, which would supple­
ment the larger exhibitions on the 
schedule and provide added variety. 

Organizers Widely Known 

The seven organizers of the Museum 
of Modern Art are all widely known in 
art circles as collectors and patrons of 
modern art. The chairman of the com­
mute, Mr. Goodyear, formerly war. 
president of the Albright Art Gallery, 
at Buffalo. Professor Sachs is head of 
the Fogg Art Musevim, Cambridge, and 
Mr. Crowinshield, editor of "Vanity 
Fair," is known for his a c t l ^ lnteres-, 
in the modern art movement. Mis.-, 
Bliss is one of the flrsfytfo'attain promi­
nence in America fo/ the collection of 
works by the moctfrn masters, Jfehil-
Mrs. Sullivan and Mrs. Rockefeller both 
are enthusiastic collectors otyftontem-
porary art. 

Mr. Barr, who aslfmrrff direction of 
the gallery immediately, is a graduate 
of Princeton and a former student of 
the fine arts at Harvard, the Fogg Mu­
seum and abroad. 


