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Friday night, October 18, at nine o'clock, The Museum of

Modern Art Film Library will present for members of the Museum and

their guects a lecture in French on Painting and Advance Guard Fillms

by Fernand Léger, and two advance guard films. The program will be
given at the Museun,ll West 53 Street, where an exhibition of Mr.
Leger!s work has been on view since October 2.

The films shown will be Ballet Mécanique by Fernand Lééer,

photography by Dudley iurphy and music by George Antheil, scored
for pianola; and Cinéma by René Clair, a symphonic entrtacte from

the ballet Relfiche, Mugic for the latter film was composed by Erik

Satie and reduced for pilano by Darius iilhaud. It will be played

Friday evening at the Illuseum by George Anthell and Henry Brant,.

il
With the exception of the American lMan Ray, Ilr. Léger wae ]ﬂ

the first world-famous artist to experiment with the film. JBallet

Mécanique, produced in 1934, is cubist, but 1t is a true motion

pictui'e, not an animated cartoon 1likceé many of the earlier abgstract

films. Cinéma (usually called Entr'acte) was also produced in 1934

and is a manifestation of the Dada movement. The cast of Cindma in- |
cludes persons famous in the.aft world for the past two decades: L
Erik Satie, the composer, Francis Picabia, D adaist painter, larcel
Duchanp, cubist and Dadaist painter, ilan Ray, painter and photograph-
er, Jean Borlin and Mlle. Friis of the Ballets Suédois, and others.

The theories which Mr. Légzer will present in his lecture It

will be i1llustrated in the two films. In his own Ballet géqaniqu

he develops his idea that the object, rather than the subject, is

all-important. He has photographed objects such as saucepan lids, }u

funnels and geometric forms in motions even the figure of a wonan

who appears in some of the ccenes he has treated as an object,

lnaninmate though in motion.
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Le Corbusier is the author of nany books ond articles, chiefly

on archlitecture. In hisg fanous boolk Towards a New Architecture,

published in 19233, he nakes the following statements: "A housé.is
a nachine for living ine....An arnchair is a nacihilne for sitting in,
and 80 ONess,. ilachines wlll lead to a new order both of work and of
lelsure. Entire cities have to be constructed, or reconstructed, in
order to proQide a nininun of confort, for if this is delayed too
long, there nay be a disturbance of the balance of societys Socilety
is-an unstable thing and 1is cracking under the confusion cauced by

fifty yeonrs of progess wiilch have changed the face of the world rore -

- than the last six centuries have done. The time is ripe for construc

{
tion, not for foolery."

In his book Urbanigie,published in 1935 and translated as The

they are not ordered, tihey oppose themselves to use! ' g
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City of Tomorrow, Le Corbusier drastically condemns the lack of plan-
ning in the expansion of cuf cities, and sets forth in detail his
theories for the bullding of urban communities suited to modern nemm.f
In this book he writes: "A town is a tool. Towns no longer fulfill
this function. They are ineffectual{ they use up our bodies, They
thwart our gouls. The lack of order to be fdund everywhere in then
offends us; their degredation wounds our self-ecsteen and humiliates

our sense of dignity. They are not worthy of the ages they are no

longer worthy of use.... The house, the street, the town, are points

to which human encrgy is directed: they should be orderd, othcrwise

they ooghteract the fundamental principles arcund which we revolve; if ;

Le Corbusgier's lecture tour will include the -following institu-
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University, lllddletown, Conn.; Ynle University; Vassar Colleges j
Princeton Unilversity; Philadelphia Art Alliance; Bowdoln Collcge, ii

Bruhswick.luaine; Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Harvard 18
Univefsity: llunicipal Art Society of Baltinore; The Cranbrook Acaden %I
of Art, Blooifield Hills, lMichigan; Kalanazoo Institute of Arts; Arts gi

Madison Art Agsociation, Madison, Wigconsin.
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