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A geodesic dome of translucent plastic and an aluminum "space frame", both de

signed by the mathematician-philosopher-engineer R. Buckminster Fuller, will be 

erected in the Museum of Modern Art's outdoor exhibition area, Arthur Drexler, 

Director of the Museum's Department of Architecture and Design announced today* 

The exhibition will remain on view throughout the summer. 

Called an octet truss by its designer, the "space frame" is made of two 

inch diameter aluminum tubes anodized gold. It is 100 feet long and 3k feet 

wide, held 25 feet above the ground on a single off-center support. This struc

ture will demonstrate principles of space frame engineering which make possible 

enormous spans and cantilevers with light weight materials and a minimum number 

of vertical supports. The exhibition structure is co-sponsored by Aluminium 

Limited, a leading aluminum producer. This will be the first large-scale dem

onstration of the octet truss for a horizontal span and vertical support. 

The geodesic dome has been lent to the exhibition by the Lincoln Laboratory 

at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, which developed and tested the struc

ture for use by the Air Force as radar stations. It is constructed entirely 

of triangular plastic pans bolted together, combining in one structural unit 

the functions of supporting element and enclosing surface. 

Opening and closing dates for the exhibition will be announced at the end 

of June. 

For additional information please contact Elizabeth Shaw, Publicity Director, 
Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, New York City. .CI 5-8900 
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