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HE M U S E U M O F M O D E R N A R T 
WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK 

LEPHONE: CIRCLE 7 - 7 4 7 1 

FOR RELEASE Saturday afternoon, 
October 14th and Sunday morning, 
October 15th, 1933. 

Seven c i t i e s warr 'd for Homer being dead, 
Who l iv ing had no roome to shroud his head, 

Thomas Heywood might have been writ ing of Whis t l e r ' s famous pa in t ­

ing of his mother, soon to leave the Chicago Century of Progress to 

resume i t s triumphal tour of the country. Since October 1932, when 

The Museum of Modern Art borrowed the celebra ted p o r t r a i t from the 

Louvre and arranged i t s coas t - to -coas t i t i n e r a r y , more than two 

million people have seen i t . I t has been shown in New York, San Fran­

cisco, Los Angeles, St. Louis, Columbus and^Chicago. During November 

i t wil l be on display at the Cleveland Museum of Art. Then i t w i l l 

t ravel to Kansas Ci ty , Toledo, Dayton and Boston before i t s present 

scheduled r e t u r n to Par i s in June 1934. Twenty-nine c i t i e s hnve r e ­

quested the p r iv i l ege of showing th i s almost p r i c e l e s s work of an 

American a r t i s t , but only the twelve mentioned have been able to se­

cure a place on i t s crowded schedule. The Museum of Modern Art has 

therefore decided to p e t i t i o n the Louvre for an extension of time. 

Forty years ago, when the pa in t ing was shown at the f i r s t World's 

Fair in Chicago, a number of the c i t i e s now so eag^r to borrow i t had 

the opportunity of buying i t for one thousand ($1,000.) do l la r s — 

and refused. 

The "Mother" i s the most widely known of the nine c i r cu l a t i ng ex­

hibit ions sent out by The Museum of Modern Art, which include a rch i ­

tectural exhibi t ions with and without models, a survey of modern 

painting in color reproduct ions , the po r t fo l io of R ive ra ' s Mexican 

frescoes, an exhibi t ion of American Mural Art, and a co l l ec t ion of 
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American Folk Art. In the uightoen months nince the Museum star ted 

the f i r s t of i t s exh ib i t ions on tour, they have benn shown in f if ty-

four c i t i e s from -!not coast to west and from Vancouver, B.C., to 

Dal las , Texas, Their sponsors outside of New York have been museums 

and a r t a s soc ia t ions , women's c lubs , l i b r a r i e s , department s t o r e s , 

co l leges , and loca l chapters of the Junior League. The Middle West 

-leads in number and frequency of exh ib i t ions shown, with Ohio' f i r s t 

of a l l the s t a t e s and Cal i forn ia second. 

Extreme precaut ion i s taken to guard the Whistler paint ing as i t 

passes from c i t y to c i t y and while on d isplay . I t i s shown only 

in completely f i reproof bu i ld ings . I t i s pro tec ted not only by a 

guard on constant duty and an iron r a i l but by a concealed mechanism 

so de l i ca te t h a t i f the pa in t ing i s moved in the s l i g h t e s t degree a 

loud alarm sounds. For further p ro t ec t i on , a .detai led photograph of 

the painting i s taken by each museum on the day of i t s a r r i v a l and 

departure . The genuineness of the photograph i s vouched for by the 

a f f idav i t of museum o f f i c i a l s . The f ina l d e t a i l of au then t i c i t y is 

assured by photographing with the pa in t ing a local newspaper pub­

l i shed the day i t a r r ives and the day i t leaves the c i t y . 

The Museum of Modenn Art was the f i r s t American organizat ion to 

borrow a work of a r t from the Louvre and i t is determined to return 

th i s valuable pa in t ing in as pe r fec t condit ion as i t was received. So 

Whis t le r '8 "Mother" is an honored and a careful ly guarded guest in tl 

land that might have been her home* 

m 

etiU.< 
r. 

t 

n 


