THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
11 WEST 53 STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y.

TRLEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900

48115-~41 FOR WEDNESDAY RELEASE

CHRISTMAS SHOW: OBJECTS UNDER $10.00

An exhlibitlnn of well designed articles under $10.QO will be on view in
the audlitorium gallery of the Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street
from November 10, 1948 to January 9, 1949. This exhibition, assembled
by the Department of Architecture and Industrilal Design, wlll present
handsome obJectg in the fpllowing nine categoriess art;ste‘ materials,
costume Jewelry, hardware, home furniehinge, houseware, laboratory ware,
photographlie equipment, sporting goode and toys. These selectlons,
ranging from decorative Jecwelry to utilitarlan hardware, have all been
made on the basls of appearance and usefulness; whether the article 1s
a Jeweler'!s hammer or a kitchen ladle, good design ie the basic stand-
ard applied,

The show ls scheduled before Christmas for the convenience
of the gift shopper. The price limit of $10,00, an anti-~inflationary
measure, will serve as a gulde to lnexpensive as well as attractive
gifts, Nine New York stores, one in ecach of the above categorles,
were selected, and the objeets were chosen from these firms. Credit
1s given to these stores 1n appreclation of thelr co-operation with
the Museum in preparing this exhibltion. The selection made in each
store 18 considered representative of good design in these categories,
avallable in many shops locally and nationally.

The installation has been desligned to emphasize the abstract
pattern as well as the meaning of the shapes on view, ObJects so
simple they sometimes escape our attention have been dlsplayed to
point up the visual pleasure they afford as well as thelr utllity;
their deslgn excellence worthy of speclal notice.

Bome objJects in the more speclellzed groups, such as labor-
atory ware and artists' materials, have been chosen not only for thelr
primery function, but because thelr decorative forms are easlly adapt-
able to other uses and needs. In almost all cases the ltems are
mege~produced, Their handsome appearance is a logical development of
modern production methode applied to objects for everyday use. Handmade
objects, of which only a few are dieplayed, use slmple materials 1in

direct and attractive fashlon,
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