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"Pg 0e orab e PRESS PREVIEW
CONCENTRATION CANMP CrILDHEN'S ART FROM EUROPE TO BE COMPAKED wITH

WORK OF D.P. CHILDHEN IN AMERICA

How does life in America affect the impressions of children from
German concentration camps?

The Museum of Modern Art may provide an answer to this ouestlon
in a spccilal press preview on Tuesday, April 20, at 3 p.m. when <5
children from D.F. camps who have bcen in this country for a year
and a half will compare their ert work with that of cinildren who had
similar cxpcriences, but who erec still in Europc.

The paintings of the former conccntretion cemp children who arc
still in Europe form & pert of the Muscum's forthcoming exhibitlion,
"Art Work by Childrcn of Othor Countrics," which opens on April 24,
in conjunction with thc Muscum's Sixth Annual Confercncce on Art
Educction.

The compcrison of this work with that of the children now in
the United States was olenned by the Muscum in co-operation with the
American Overscas Aid - United Nations Appral for Children, whosc
forthcoming drive eims to benefit the children of 26 nations suffcre-
ing from the wer. The comperison will be accurate, cven to the fac-
tor of the instruction provided for both groups.

The 25 children will bring thelr art work to the Muscum dircctly
following an hour's work undcr the supcrvision of Mrs, Meric Pancth.
Mrs, Pancth elso provided the instruction for the concentration camp
children whosc work will be on cxhibition at thce Museum,

Preces photogrephers arc invitcd to teke picturcs of the D.P.
children whilc they ere ¢t work from 2 to 3 p.m. in the Muscum War

Veterans' Art Center on the sccond floor of 681 Fifth Avenue, and

¢lso to photogreph the comn:ricsons efter the children arrive ¢t the

Muscum.,

Here is the description of thrt pert of the Muscum's exhibition
dovoted to the children relessed from Germen concentrotibn comps. It
hes interesting psychologicel implications.

alT WORK BY YOUNG rEOPLE RELEASED FROM GERMAN CONCENTRATION CaliPS

Tho vork shown in this section wesdone in a Reccption Cemp in Winder--
mere, England, by young pecoplc between the cges of 16 and 20 yoars.

They ere lent through the courtesy of Mre, Meric Poneth, who was in




charge of the art work therc,

These young pcople, ¢ll Polish Jews, for the most pert camc from
smell towns and villages. Thelr formal cducction wes interrupted vhen
they were cbout 10 to 12 yeere old, Meny were first restricted to
ghettos, and all vere later scnt to concentration cemps. All have cn-
durcd the indcscribable crucltles eond suffcrings of the wer. Most of .
them arc the sole surviving members of thelr femilles, with the oc-
caslonal cxception of a brothcr or'sistor. The recmaindcer of the fami-
lics were extermincted.

They all passed through Oswiccin, the cxterminetion center,
where the more physicelly fit were selected to work et herd lebor.
Many of thc boys worked in quarrlcs, built railrocds ond locded
trucks; while both boys eond girls worked in munitions fectories. They
thought that freedom would cure thcir troubles and looked toward 1t
mith over-exubersnce s o sort of hecven., When they were relecsed,
they sought their femilice in their former homes, Falling to find
them, they wendere’ over Europe, following vain rumors that porents
or rcletives hed been scen. When thelr oucst falled, they came back
to Tecresienstacdt, the last concentration camp vhere they had been
held in ceptivity and the center from which they were liberatcd. Here
they werce finally orgenized by UNRRA cnd sent to Wiﬁdermore, England.

The Windcermerc Reception Cemp accormodated 300 young people, of
whom 48 attempted art work from which they got much satisfection. The
studio was open to them every aftcrnoon, and Mrs, Maric Peneth, who
ves in cherge, mede meterlels avallcble in a congenlal and friendly
environment, Other studics were offered at the Center, and these
young pcople, although usuelly restlese and bolstcrous in thelir other
classes, were qulet ecnd spokc in whispers in the art studlo, Eventu-
ally the subject matter of past exoericnce, which goemed constantly
to rcecur, brought bock memorice anperently too painful, and they
ccacsed coming.

A fcw of the plcturcs deplet the concentration camp, or symbol-
1ze the students' attitude towerd 1life, but on the vholc thcey chose
subjects from fantesy or observetion, such as plecsant lendscepes or
formal patterns, Twelve of the young pecople had become tuberculosis
cosc8, A comperlson of their work with thet of the more healthy oncs
shows thet thoy.nover Arew on pest exnerience, but made exclusive usc
cf symbolic meteriel which may be interoreted &s dlrcctly rclcting to
tiicir illness,

All of these young pecople are still in England where they atteni

gchocl or arc galnfully cmployed.




