THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
f WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK 19, N.Y.
gfZAoRETCIRCLE 5-8900 FOR IMMEDIATE .RELEASE

EX: FIMENTS IN MOBILE DESIGN SHOWN aT THE MUSEUM_OF MODERN_4KT

Constructions in wire, wood, glass, color transparcncies, and
other metcrials comprise an exhibition EXPERIMENTS IN MOBILZ DESIGN
vhich will open in the Young Pcople's Gallery of the Museum of Modern
art Jednesday, January 15, The cxhibition, which will continuc throu.h
¥erch 23, also ineludes several color organs, or the projection of
changing dcsigns on flat and three-dimensional screens; two of these
deslgns are synchronized with music,

The exhibition shows the results of an experiment by the Education-

al Program in exploring new and vital methods of téaching design to

high school students. Its purpose is to stimulate students and teachere
to sec design more creatlvely and freely. It 1s hoped that in 1t thoy
will find new 1ldeas, techniques, and materials for their exploration ef
design.

The experiment began two and a half years ago with fiftecn fresh-
men (fourteen and fiftecn years old) in one of the classcs of the
Museum's Educational Program for New York City high schools., The class
was conducted like a laboratory where each student pursued his own pro-—
Jject, but exchanged 1dcas and criticisms W th the others, Thec students
spent the first year acquiring a basic foundation in design. The
second year each student was encouraged te explore and develop his own
. design potentlalities. During the past six months the class, as a
whole, worked on the arraengement of the exhibltion, sslccting the most
significant pleces, planning the installation, and contributing sugges=
tions for the labels,

The instructor of the Museum's class in mobile design was Sue
Fuller, paintcr, graphic artist, and designer, Miess Fuller is repre~
sented in a number of collections including the National Gallcry, the
Cernegic Institute, the Philadelphia Art Muscum, the Baltimore Art
Miiseum, the Seattle Art Museum, snd the Chicage Art Institute. Comment-

ing upon the work and method of the Muscum's design class, lilss Fuller
says:

"I have a fundamental falth in the fact that students already
poscces within themsclves untold rcalms of creative ideas and the
ability to express them, 'The studont must, however, bo awstovicd
te the nature of tha®t innate individual endowment arnd this fg rct
dore ty the appllcation of external standards feor ialtaticn oir Ly
avoillilag an lrdoctrinatlon of techniques. I counsidor LHeccala? to
bz the sottiug ot the stage which etimulates an atiiiuae of 1t.-
covery! in the student, This was my beslie method of ingtiusiiur,”




