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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART ,
{1 WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y.foR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

1ELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART OPENS EXHIBITION OF FIRST YEAR'S WORK AT

WAR VETERANS' ART CENTER

"I had a lot of time to think while I was in service., I de-
clded that life should be more than routine living and
grubbing for money, and I promised myself that if I ever |,
came out alive I was going to do a lot of the things that
are worthwhile. Art is one of them. That's why I'm herel®

This remark by an ex-infantryman best expresses the motive of returned
service men and women in Joining the War Veterans' Art Centor. On
Wednesday, Septcmber 26, the Center will show the fruits of its first

year's work in an exhibition Art for War Veterans opening in the

auditorium galleries of the Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Strcet,

where 1t willl remain on view through November 25.

Our national allergy to education, as indicated by the
alarmingly low percentage of returned soldicrs taking advantage of
the cducational opportunities provided by the G.I. Bill of Rights,
has found at least a partial antidote in the Center. Established in
1944, it 1s a place where returned service men and women not only
learn but produce painting, sculpture, ceramics, industrial design,
Jewelry, silk screen printing, graphic arts and allied subjects.

During the first year of the Art Center, its faclilitles have
been uscd by 439 veterans, of which 300 were Army, 45 Navy, 59 Alr
Corps (Army and Navy), 2 Coast Guard, 6 Marine, 9 Merchant Marinc,
12 Wac and 6 Wave., Of these, 112 served overseas, 46 in action;

327 scrved in this country only; 256 have physical disabilities; 262
arc now cmployed, 94 arec unemployed; 37 are students; 7 arce cither
free-lancc or part-time workers, etc.; and 39 arc still in scrvice,
Of the total number 184 joined the Cemter for recreational purposes
and 255 for prevocational purposes. |
he Art Center has a twctold ctject: to give veterans an
opportunity for personal satisfaction in creating some form of art;
and to provide preliminary professional training in the fundamentals
both of fine and applied art, Any veteran, man or woman, who has been
in our country's service, is invited to Join the War Veterans' Art
Center. Instruction and materials are frece, although many have asked

to pay for the materials they use.
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The exhibition ie called Art for War Veterans because 1t.
~consists not only of the actual objects produced by the veterans,

but also includes a scries of pancls showing by means of photographs
and descriptive captlions the veterans at work and a step-by-step
analysis of the methods and techniques employed. A major purpose of
the Center 1s to make these methods and techniques avallable to other
institutions or agencies planning to carry out similar programs,
Part of this material is now ready in printed, 1llustrated form. It
is hoped that later motion picture strips will be made of spcclal
methods in actual operation,

Inquiries by veterans regarding admlssion to the Center may
be made by telephone: Plaza 9-6885, Requests by organlizations or
groups for information regarding the methods used in the Center may

be addressed to:
Mr., Victor D'Amico
War Veterans' Art Center
681 Fifth Avenue
New York 22, N. Y.

Mr. D'Amico, director of the Museum's Educational Program,

has becen director of the Veterans' Art Center since its inception.
He comments on the Center and its service to vetcerans as follows:

. "The veteran 1s a unique individual in the history of
art teaching., He is both young and old--young in his devclop-
ment in art, and o0ld in his accumulation and intensity of human
experience. Hec 1s deadly serious and works with an enthusiasm
and concentration that is rarce in younger art students. Art
holds something of 1life which the veteran feels he has missed.
This idea is repeated again and agein by the men and women who
have come to the Center. It is perhaps best expressed by the
Infantryman already quoted.

_ "The primary function of the War Veterans' Art Center
1s not to find artists, but to help veterans find themselves.
Therefore, examples of the veterans' creative efforts in the
exhibition are used to show how art may serve the veteran.
They are not presented as accomplished products.

"The realization that art can provide profound personal
gratification and play an important role in developing personality
is no recent discovery. In its service to the veteran it can do
more than entertain; it can revive his spiritual vigor and help
him to find greater enjJoyment and security. The feeling of
personal satisfaction, of rclease from tension, of physical and
emotlional relaxation, is generally a basic factor in the
veteran's reconversion to civilian life,

"The Art Center's program, briefly, is based on the
following principles:

1, Personal Satisfaction., By starting with simple projects,.
concrete results are attalned in a minimum of time, and

thue the veteran is quickly reassured of his ability to
go ahead,

Individual Instruction, For one who does not know where .
his talent, power, or interest lies, thec first object of
the Center 1s to evaluate his ability, He first decides
which course will prove most satisfying., Instruction is
individual, There i1s no set time schedule, He starts
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when he 18 ready, and progresses at his own pace with the
help of the instructor.

Creativensss. Perhaps the most important part of the
program 1e that creativeness 1s siressed and imltative
meihods of workiag are diecouraged. Once a veteran learns
to express, throuzh art, his own Idces, he has made the
firet 2mportant step in his etruggle to assure himgelf of
his importance as an independent and developing personallty.

Furdementals., Dilettanto methods and projects of mere
catsriairment veiue are careivlly avoided. The vetcran
ig irnorodured at oance to the fundamentels, because a
knowiedge of them in any art glves him the opportunity

to pregress as far as his interest and ability will allow.

"Av the beginning, most veterans use art as a means of
getting rid of dis“urting exvericnces which they try to project
onto peper or canves, A former Navy wman painss a vivid recol-
lection of an experience at Faarl larbor. Another starts
Joewelry to case hL:s mind, and mounts his war emblcms as gifts,
thus shariang hi: cxzgerience with others. In ceramics a veteran
pounds clay, shap:nzg and reshaping its form, to prove himsclf
master of the medium,

"Happily, after this period of emotional release, the
veteran relingalshes his preoccupation with the war. The war
themes of the earler disappeared “rom his canvas, and he began
to use his own environuenc, drawirg Treely on nls imagination
for ideas, The versran in jew2iry class has proved one of our
best designers, and he sayva thas lewslry-making helped him
overcome many troublecsone thoughts. Now e nekes jewelry at
home, and some day woued Jixe to start a schocl for othoers.

By first cxprcssing his distvucrbance through an art form, the
veteran recreates it and divorces it from himself forever."

The training period of the Art Center is threce months,
beginning whenever the veteran cnters. There are elcvén classcs:
Orientation; Beginning Drawing and Painting; Advanced Drawing and
Painting; Jewelry and Metalwork; Sculpture and Ceramics; Design
Workshop; Woodworking Design; Wood Engraving and Book Illustration;
Graphic Arts; Silk Screen Printing; Lettoring, Layout and Typography.
Classes are held weék nights, Monday through Friday, from seven until
ten. Therc are no day classes at present, but there is provision for
them and they will be introduced whenever there is sufficient demand.

If a man desires to enroll in a certain class, but has had no

experience in that type of work, or if he has had preliminary training

and needs reorientation, he 1s admitted for a period of threc months.

At the end of that time he may be reentered for another threc-month

period 1f it seems desirable.

The War Veterans' Art Center Committece is composed of

Kenneth Chorley, Chairaan

Jancs Thrall Soby, Vice-Chairman

Stecphen C. Glnrk, Ohsierman of the Musecunm of Modorn
hrs Beoerd of Trustices

Victor D Amico, Director of War Veterans' Art Conter

Rene d'bernoncourt, Pirector Muscum of Modern Art
Dopeartmens of Manual Industry

Frederic (¢, Eivon, Division of Vocational Rehabilita-
tion, N. Y. State Education Department
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Dr., Thomas A. C. Rennic, Payne Whitney Psychlatric
Clinic, New York Hospital

Mrs. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., Vice-Chairman of
Museum of Modern Art Board of Trustces

Mrs. Guy Misson, Secretary

he staff of the Art Center during 1ts first year was as

follows?

Design Workshop =~ Alexander Stavenltz
Drawing and Painting - Mervin Jules
Graphic Arts - Will Barnet
Jewelry and Metalwork -~ Charles J. Martin
Lettering, Layout, ,

and Typography - Robert Haas
Orientation - Samuel G, Weiner
Sculpture & Ceramics - Julia Hamlin Duncan
Silk Screen Printing - Harry Sternberg
Wood Engraving and

Book Illustration Fritz Eichenberg
Woodworking Design - Kendall T. Bassett

There is no mass or group handling of those who come to the
Art Conter. Each is treated as an individual and his individual

background and problem taken into consideration. A few of these are

as follows:

One infantry vetcran was a farmer previous to induction.

He Coesn't want to go back to farming and has decided that
our class in Woodworking Design offers him an opportunity to
develop a new vocation.

An ex-army man reccived an injury to his eye while in train-
ing. The doctors have cautioned him against heavy physical
labor, as the strain may causc the loss of his sight.

Contrary to the doctor's orders, he is now a packer. Attracted
by the class in Woodworking Design, he came to the Centcr where
he hopes to learn to meke toys and small furniture, thus using
his skill without physical strain.

An infantry veteran was introduced to clay work while in the
hospital. He dlscovered talent for modeling and made scveral
portralt busts of his family and friends which were greatly
admired. He is now Joining the class in Sculpture and
Ceramics because he wishes to learn the fundamentals.

A former M,P, was a Hollywood movie sct designer beforc his
induction., While he was in service he thought things over
ancd. deelded that movie set deslgning was not an occupation
lmportant to socicty. He has appliec?l for the Design Workshop
Cless where he wishce to study the fundamentals of industrial
design, which he thinks 1s more useful.

A veteran of the Army Air Corps has been a professional
dancer, He complained that the basic training he reccived
in the Army destroyed his ability as a dancer because "it
developed all the wrong muscles." He has applied for the
course 1n Sculpture and Ceramice where he hopes to develop
pottery as a ncw vocation.

A veteran who was in the Quartcrmaster Corps and is now a
typographer 1s training his left hand because he may losc
the use of his right hand,




