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Sound costumes! 
Shadow puppets! 
Wire portraits!

Art Making with MoMA 
presents twenty activities 
inspired by the materials and 
techniques of modern and 
contemporary artists. Using 
easy-to-find materials—
many of them recycled and 
everyday household objects—
these activities encourage 
hours of imagining, designing, 
experimenting, constructing, 
creating, tinkering, and play. 
Art Making with MoMA shows 
children, and their adults, how 
to start thinking like artists.
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If you come to New York City, 
stop by MoMA to see some

of this art!
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West 52nd Street

West 51st Street

West 50th Street

West 49th Street

West 53rd Street

West 54th Street

West 55th Street

We are 
here!
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The activities in this book were inspired 
by our experiences of looking at and 
making art with kids and families at The 
Museum of Modern Art. 

MoMA collects and displays art made 
within the last 150 years—including 
paintings, sculptures, drawings, 
prints, photographs, design objects, 
architectural drawings and models, 
fi lms, and performances. 

At MoMA we encourage kids and 
adults to discover how modern and 
contemporary artists experiment
with materials and techniques, and
to consider how artists respond
to the events, people, and places 
around them. 

The instructions, questions, images, 
and art in this book are just a few 
different ways to get started. And from 
there, you can begin to think like an 
artist, developing your own techniques 
and discovering new ideas for making 
art. With this book we hope you will:

Explore

Tinker

Make marks

Combine materials

Design something new

Work together

Change your perspective

Create patterns

Tell your story

Transform yourself into someone else

Make some noise

Listen

Play games

Mix things up

Get messy

Start over

Art Making with MoMA

5A R T  M A K I N G  W I T H  M O M A
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14 Home Sweet Home
Construct a model house.
Inspired by Charles
and Ray Eames

20 Once Again, Please
Make your own stamp.
Inspired by Carmela Gross

24 Get Wired
Shape wire into a face or fi gure.
Inspired by Alexander Calder

28 Listen Up
Paint or draw to music.
Inspired by Vasily Kandinsky

32 Street Scenes
Create a collage of your 
neighborhood.
Inspired by Romare Bearden

36 Cut It Out
Fill a wall with cut-out shapes.
Inspired by Henri Matisse

42 Get in Character
Dress the part, strike a pose,
and take a picture.
Inspired by Cindy Sherman

50 This Might Stain
Make marks with materials
from around your house.
Inspired by Edward Ruscha

54 What’s Your Story?
Share a story through pictures.
Inspired by Jacob Lawrence

60 Take a Seat
Design a chair.
Inspired by furniture design
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66 Game Play
Grab some friends for a 
Surrealist drawing game.
Inspired by the Surrealists

70 Make Some Noise
Construct a wearable sculpture.
Inspired by Nick Cave

78 Make Your Mark
Stamp with your body.
Inspired by Janine Antoni

82 Roll, Pinch, Pound
Sculpt an animal or insect.
Inspired by Isamu Noguchi

86 Change Your Perspective
Photograph a place from
different points of view.
Inspired by Berenice Abbott

90 Mix It Up
Combine multiple points of view 
into a single portrait.
Inspired by the Cubists

94 Recycle, Reinvent
Combine materials to
create a sculpture.
Inspired by Huma Bhabha

98 Light and Shadow
Make silhouette puppets
and put on a show.
Inspired by Lotte Reiniger

106 All About Me
Create a self-portrait.
Inspired by Frida Kahlo

110 Lights, Camera, (Re)action
Film a chain reaction made of 
ordinary objects.
Inspired by Peter Fischli
and David Weiss

118 Works featured in this book
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Make a mess
These might need some cleanup!

 28 Listen Up

 36 Cut It Out

 50 This Might Stain 

 78 Make Your Mark

 110 Lights, Camera, (Re)action

Work together
 Activities to try with friends or family

 14 Home Sweet Home

 36 Cut It Out

 42 Get in Character

 54 What’s Your Story? 

 66 Game Play 

 70 Make Some Noise

 90  Mix It Up

 98 Light and Shadow 

 110 Lights, Camera, (Re)action

What
would

you
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Scrounge around
Things made with materials
you likely have at home

 14 Home Sweet Home 

 32 Street Scenes

 42 Get in Character 

 50 This Might Stain 

 60 Take a Seat

 66 Game Play 

 70 Make Some Noise

 86 Change Your Perspective 

 94 Recycle, Reinvent

106 All About Me

 110 Lights, Camera, (Re)action

Have some good
clean fun
Projects with less mess

 24 Get Wired 

 32 Street Scenes

 60 Take a Seat

 66 Game Play 

 86 Change Your Perspective 

 90 Mix It Up

 98 Light and Shadow

106 All About Me

like
to

do?
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At the start of each activity you'll fi nd a 
list of all the materials you’ll need for that 
project. 

Many of the projects use materials that 
you might already have at home.

Some activities will ask you to scavenge 
around your house; you can include 
materials instead of and in addition to 
what we suggest.

You might need to buy materials—at an 
arts and crafts store, offi ce-supply store, 
or online—for some of the projects.

These lists don’t show every material for 
every project in the book, but they will 
give you an idea of what kinds of things 
you’ll need.

We suggest ways to use various mate-
rials, but the more you play around, the 
more likely you are to discover new and 
interesting things to do with them. 

Things you’ll use 
over and over againAbout materials
Colored pencils

Colored paper (construction, fadeless; 
various sizes)

Copy or printer paper

Crayons or Cray-Pas 

Digital camera, camera,
or smartphone camera

Glue stick

Scissors

Markers

Pencil

Tape (masking, transparent,
duct, washi)

White glue

10
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Cardboard boxes (various sizes)

Cardboard rolls (from paper towels,
toilet paper, wrapping paper)

Chopsticks

Fabric/fabric scraps

Jar lids

Magazines, catalogs, and newspapers

Packaging materials (bubble wrap,
Styrofoam pieces, packing inserts)

Paper bags

Paper and plastic food containers
(various shapes and sizes)

Plastic straws

String, yarn, or ribbon

Twist ties

Acetate sheets (various colors)

Adhesive-backed craft foam (any color)

Air-dry clay

Aluminum armature wire (10 or 12 gauge)

Bamboo skewers

Cardstock (various colors)

Clear address labels (1 × 2 5∕8 inches or similar)

Corrugated cardboard roll

Hole punch

Metal fasteners (also called “brads”)

Paint (tempera or acrylic)

Paintbrushes (various sizes)

Paper (Bristol, watercolor, patterned, 
textured, origami; various sizes)

Paper straws

Pipe cleaners (also called “chenille stems”)

Plastic-coated craft wire

Removable tape or
removable adhesive dots

Washable ink pads (various colors)

Wire cutters

Stuff to collect 
Supplies you may
need to purchase

11A R T  M A K I N G  W I T H  M O M A

Die cut Spot UVmoma-artlabs_FINAL.indd   11moma-artlabs_FINAL.indd   11 13/7/2018   上午10:1413/7/2018   上午10:14
印刷青色印刷青色印刷洋紅色印刷洋紅色印刷黃色印刷黃色印刷黑色印刷黑色

PDF re
lea

se
d f

or 
rev

iew
 pu

rpo
se

s o
nly

. 

Not 
for

 pu
bli

ca
tio

n o
r w

ide
 di

str
ibu

tio
n.



Die cut Spot UVmoma-artlabs_FINAL.indd   12moma-artlabs_FINAL.indd   12 13/7/2018   上午10:1413/7/2018   上午10:14
印刷青色印刷青色印刷洋紅色印刷洋紅色印刷黃色印刷黃色印刷黑色印刷黑色

Die cut Spot UVmoma-artlabs_FINAL.indd   13moma-artlabs_FINAL.indd   13 13/7/2018   上午10:1513/7/2018   上午10:15
印刷青色印刷青色印刷洋紅色印刷洋紅色印刷黃色印刷黃色印刷黑色印刷黑色

PDF re
lea

se
d f

or 
rev

iew
 pu

rpo
se

s o
nly

. 

Not 
for

 pu
bli

ca
tio

n o
r w

ide
 di

str
ibu

tio
n.



Die cut Spot UVmoma-artlabs_FINAL.indd   14moma-artlabs_FINAL.indd   14 13/7/2018   上午10:1513/7/2018   上午10:15
印刷青色印刷青色印刷洋紅色印刷洋紅色印刷黃色印刷黃色印刷黑色印刷黑色

Charles and Ray Eames were a husband-and-wife 
team who designed all kinds of things, from chairs 
to toys to houses. For their own home they wanted 
an open space that they could customize (change to 
fi t their needs). They designed a house of glass and 
steel that lets in light and nature. It has two separate 
structures: one where they lived and entertained and 
another where they worked and kept their studio.

Charles and 
Ray Eames

Eam
es H

ouse, Los Angeles, C
alifornia. 1949
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Construct a model house.

 Do you imagine 
your house in a 

big city?

 Do you imagine 
your house in a 

the desert?

Start by thinking about who 
will live in your house, what 
they might do there, and 
where it’s located.

1

Is it for one 
person? Two?

Will people 
need places 
to work or 
to play? 

Or maybe a 
large family?

Is it a place to gather 
with friends or to 
spend time alone?

16
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2 Now, think about the structure 
and size of your house.

Will your 
house be 

rectangular?

Will your house 
be round?

Will your 
house have 

multiple 
floors?

Materials

Tape (masking or washi)

White glue

Scissors

Markers

An assortment of
construction materials

Cardboard boxes

Round cardboard containers 
(such as oatmeal boxes)

Corrugated cardboard roll

Chipboard

Paper or plastic straws

Acetate sheets
(various colors)

Construction or fadeless 
paper (various colors)

Cardboard rolls
(from paper towels, toilet 
paper, wrapping paper) 

Packaging materials
(bubble wrap, Styrofoam 
pieces, packing inserts)

Cardstock

Bamboo skewers

Fabric

Will you build out to 
cover more ground?

17A R T  M A K I N G  W I T H  M O M A
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Explore construction 
techniques to fi gure out 
which ones work best for 
the shape of your home.

3

Make cuts
along the 
bottom.

Spread out
and glue.

Make
a cut.

Make
a cut.

Insert
one piece 
into the 
other. 

Make 
a tab.

Make
a slot.

Insert the 
tab into
the slot.

Make
a fold.

Make
a fold.

Tape them
together.

18
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Start building! Combine the pieces 
you’ve made into a structure.

Decorate the surface with dif-
ferent materials or draw on the 
surface. Add doors, windows, and 
other details.

4 5

How can you 
make your 

house into a 
home?
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Thank you for downloading this preview of Art Making with MoMA. 
To continue reading, purchase the book by clicking here.

MoMA publications are available to individual customers in several ways. 

MoMA Online
store.moma.org

MoMA Mail Order
Tel. (toll-free): 800 447 6662
Fax: 212 333 1127

MoMA Stores
   The MoMA Design and Book Store
   11 West 53 Street, New York, NY 10019
   Tel.: 212 708 9400
   The MoMA Design Store, SoHo
   81 Spring Street, New York, NY 10012
   Tel.: 646 613 1367
   MoMA Books
   The Museum of Modern Art, 2nd Floor
Independent, chain, and online bookstores offer MoMA titles worldwide. 
Contact your favorite bookstore to inquire about new and recent MoMA 
titles. If the title you are seeking is unavailable, please inform your bookstore 
that MoMA titles can be ordered from our trade distributors.

Trade Orders

Most MoMA publications are distributed to the trade in the United States 
and Canada by ARTBOOK | D.A.P. and outside the United States and Canada 
by Thames & Hudson, Ltd.
Bookstores, book distributors, and libraries should direct all orders, invoice 
questions, and title, price, and availability inquiries to:

ARTBOOK | D.A.P.
75 Broad Street, Suite 630
New York NY 10004
Tel.: 800 338 2665
www.artbook.com

Thames & Hudson Distributors, Ltd.
Littlehampton Book Services
Faraday Close, Durnington, Worthing
West Sussex, BN13 2RB
Tel.: +44 (0) 1903 828501
www.thamesandhudson.com
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https://store.moma.org/books/moma-publications/art-making-with-moma-20-activities-for-kids-inspired-by-artists-at-the-museum-of-modern-art/900037-900037.html



