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Massimo Vignelli was a designer. Uptown QB
He made all kinds of things. & The Bronx

It’s easy to forget that everything made by humans has
been designed, which means someone has thought
about how a thing works and what it should look like.
To Massimo, there wasn’t much difference between
designing a city or a spoon: no matter what he

was designing, he thought about what he was

making, how people would use it, and why.
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His specialty was graphic design,
which means he took colors, pictures, and words h
and arranged them so they’re easy to understand.

Graphic designers make books, magazines,
diagrams, signs, logos, and many other things.




Massimo’s hame comes from the Latin name Maximus,

which means “the greatest.”

He was born in Milan, a city in Italy. As a boy, he used to travel
through the city with his eyes toward the sky, looking at the

forms and shapes made by the outlines of buildings.

NOW SHOWING
“THE SOUND OF MUSIC ”

In 1965 he moved to New York City.
He started a design company there with five friends.




Massimo and his friends felt that a design should contain only the most important If you designed something the right way, they thought, it would last forever.
things, without too much decoration or busyness. They wanted to make things using They called this way of seeing the world Minimalism, and it was an idea
very simple shapes that everyone would recognize, making order out of chaos. also being used at the time by artists and musicians.




When Massimo’s designs left his hands
they took on lives of their own,

on the tails of airplanes, in the windows
of stores, and on the fronts of cars.







Massimo Vignelli at The Museum of Modern Art
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O st E = . : I Knoll International. 1967 Max-2 Stacking Cups. 1970

B e S et s o = : c S : Lithograph, 3214 x 48 in. (81.9 x 121.9 cm) Plastic, each: 2% x 6% x 72 in. (7 x 15.9 x 19.1 cm)
plia st a Gift of the designer Gift of the manufacturer, Heller Designs, Inc.

Massimo Vignelli (italian, 1931-2014)
Lella Vignelli (ltalian, 1934-2016)

David Law (American, born 1937)

Knoll International, Inc., New York
Handkerchief Chair. 1985
Fiberglass-reinforced polyester and metal,
29 x 22X 18% in. (73.7 x 56.2 x 46.4 cm)
Giift of the manufacturer

Opposite: Massimo Vignelli (italian, 1931-2014)

Bob Noorda (Dutch, 1927-2010)

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (USA, est. 1965)
New York City Subway Guide. 1970

Lithograph, unfolded: 28 x 23 in. (71.1 x 58.4 cm)

Gift of the designer

Massimo Vignelli (italian, 1931-2014)
Rizzoli-Grafica-Milano

Pneumatici Pirelli. 1963

Photolithograph, 183 x 26% in. (47.6 x 67.9 cm)
Gift of the designer
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Massimo Vignelli (talian, 1931-2014)

Bob Noorda (Dutch, 1927-2010)

MTA New York City Transit, Bergen Street Sign Shop

New York City Subway Street-Level Signage. Designed 1966-70
(this version 1979)

Porcelain-enameled steel, 2472 x 54 x 1 in. (62.2 x 137.2 x 2.5 cm)
Gift of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority
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Massimo Vignelli (talian, 1931-2014)

Bob Noorda (Dutch, 1927-2010)

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (USA, est. 1965)
New York City Subway Guide. 1970

Lithograph, unfolded: 28 x 23 in. (71.1 x 58.4 cm)

Gift of the designer

The story of New York City’s subway map begins many years before
Massimo Vignelli designed the version that is now hailed as a design
classic.

Before 1940, the subway system was made up of three companies:
Interborough Rapid Transit (IRT), Brooklyn Manhattan Transit (BMT),
and Independent Subway System (IND). Each had its own map in

its own style. Another map, used through the 1950s, combined all
three, with each one in a different color. The three companies were
brought together under the control of the city in 1940, although many
New Yorkers continued to refer to them by the old names.

As the system grew and changed, different designers attempted to
make a clear, readable map that would help riders easily understand
how to get from one place to another. This proved to be a difficult task,
made even more difficult by the quirks of the station names, by the
random-seeming system of letters used to identify different lines, and
by confusing signage. A map published in 1967 to reflect extensive
service changes created chaos in stations all over the city.

In 1970 Unimark International, the company founded in 1965 by Massimo
Vignelli (with Ralph Eckerstrom, Bob Noorda, James Fogelman, Wally
Gutches, and Larry Klein), presented the MTA with a proposal for a new
map. Vignelli’s concept for the map (which was applied and amplified
by Joan Charysyn, another designer at Unimark, who also made many
of the station visits) was that the geographical markers of the city were
not useful to subway riders once they were underground. He radically
simplified the shapes of the land and water and didn’t represent every
twist and turn of the subway routes.

Vignelli left Unimark in 1971 to found Vignelli Associates with his wife,
Lella. Charysyn later joined him at the new company, and they finished
the map, which was published in August 1972.

The reaction to the map was sharply divided: other designers loved

it, but much of the public did not. Vignelli’s modernist approach to
simplifying information, especially the elimination of the city’s geography,
was not well received, and over the next seven years the map was
modified by other designers to reflect the concerns of the public and
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA). It was replaced in 1979.

In 1991 Vignelli designed route maps, in the form of straight lines, to
be posted in each train, and in 2011 he created the MTA’s Weekender
map, which shows riders how the routes will change depending on
maintenance work around the system.

The debate about what a map should and shouldn’t include continues
to this day.

For a detailed account of the map's history, see Vignelli Transit Maps,
by Peter B. Lloyd with Mark Ovenden (Rochester, N.Y.: Rochester Institute
of Technology, 2012).

Published by The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53 Street

New York, New York 10019
www.moma.org

In association with the New York Transit Museum
130 Livingston Street, 10th Floor

Brooklyn, New York 11201
www.nytransitmuseum.org

Produced by the Department of Publications
The Museum of Modern Art, New York

Christopher Hudson, Publisher
Chul R. Kim, Associate Publisher
Don McMahon, Editorial Director
Marc Sapir, Production Director

Edited by Chul R. Kim and Emily Hall

Art direction and typesetting by Amanda Washburn
Production by Hannah Kim and Matthew Pimm
Printed and bound by Ofset Yapimevi, Istanbul

This book is dedicated to the memory of Lella and Massimo
Vignelli. We thank Valentina and Luca Vignelli for their
cooperation with this project and for giving us permission to
reproduce original works by the Vignellis as well as the likeness
of Massimo Vignelli.

Special thanks to our colleagues at the New York Transit
Museum: Regina Asborno, Deputy Director; Desiree Alden,
Sylvia Cruz, Robert Delbagno, Lester Freundlich, Gail Goldberg,
Rebecca Hagerty, and Nanci Velez.

Thanks also to Nancy Adelson, Luke Baker, Cerise Fontaine,
Cari Frisch, Paul Galloway, Juliet Kinchin, Elizabeth Margulies,
Martino Stierli, Sarah Suzuki, and Wendy Woon.

Support for this publication was provided by
The International Council of The Museum of Modern Art.

This book is typeset in Helvetica, of course.
The paper is 150 gsm Amber Graphic.

© 2017 The Museum of Modern Art, New York

lllustrations © 2017 Emiliano Ponzi, published by
arrangement with Debbie Bibo Agency

Text © 2017 Emiliano Ponzi and The Museum of Modern Art,
New York

All rights reserved

Library of Congress Control Number: 2017945665
ISBN: 978-1-63345-025-7

Distributed in the United States and Canada by
Abrams Books for Young Readers, an imprint of ABRAMS,
New York

Distributed outside the United States and Canada by
Thames & Hudson Ltd., London

Printed in Turkey

Photograph Credits:

Cooper-Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum / Art Resource,
NY, photograph by Matt Flynn © Smithsonian Institution:
Knoll poster

Courtesy Peter B. Lloyd, photograph by Reka Komoli: subway
map

© Metropolitan Transportation Authority: subway map, subway
signage

Department of Imaging and Visual Services, The Museum
of Modern Art, New York: Handkerchief Chair, Pirelli poster,
Stacking Cups; photograph by Thomas Griesel: subway signage

© Estate of Massimo Vignelli: Handkerchief Chair, Knoll poster,
Pirelli poster, Stacking Cups.

Sincere thanks to the following companies for giving us
permission to reproduce their logos: American Airlines,
Benetton, Bloomingdale’s, Ford, Goodyear, Heller, Knoll, and
Pirelli.

35



Thank you for downloading this preview of The Great New York Subway Map.
To continue reading, purchase the book by clicking here.

MoMA publications are available to individual customers in several ways.

MoMA Online
www.MoMAStore.org

MoMA Mail Order
Tel. (toll-free): 800 447 6662
Fax: 2123331127

MoMA Stores

The MoMA Design and Book Store
11 West 53 Street, New York, NY 10019
Tel.. 212 708 9400

The MoMA Design Store, SoHo
81 Spring Street, New York, NY 10012
Tel.: 6466131367

MoMA Books
The Museum of Modern Art, 2nd Floor

Independent, chain, and online bookstores offer MoMA titles worldwide.
Contact your favorite bookstore to inquire about new and recent MoMA
titles. If the title you are seeking is unavailable, please inform your bookstore
that MoMA titles can be ordered from our trade distributors.

Trade Orders

MoMA children’s books are distributed to the trade in the United States and
Canada by ABRAMS Books for Young Readers and outside the United States
and Canada by Thames & Hudson, Ltd.

Bookstores, book distributors, and libraries should direct all orders, invoice
guestions, and title, price, and availability inquiries to:

ABRAMS

115 West 18th Street
New York, NY 10011
Tel.: 212-206-7715
www.abramsbooks.com

Thames & Hudson Distributors, Ltd.
Littlehampton Book Services
Faraday Close, Durnington, Worthing
West Sussex, BN13 2RB

Tel.: +44 (0) 1903 828501
www.thamesandhudson.com


https://store.moma.org/books/kids-books/the-great-new-york-subway-map-book/900025-900025.html



