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Four Chicago-born artists, Larry Bell, Karl Stanley Benjamin, Ernest Benkert and 

Clara Skinner, are among the artists represented in THE RESPONSIVE EYE exhibition 

which opened at The Museum of Modern Art in New York on February 25. The exhibition, 

documenting a widespread and powerful new direction in contemporary art, brings 

together more than 120 paintings and constructions by 99 artists from some 15 countries. 

Mr. and Mrs, Edgar B. Miller of Chicago have loaned a work by Agam, "Five Themes: 

Polyphonic Composition" (1962-63), an oil painting on bronze. Agam, an Israeli, 

born Yaacov Gipstein, is a resident of Paris. 

William C. Seitz, director of the exhibition, points out that these works 

exist less as objects to be examined than as generators of perceptual responses in 

the eye and mind of the viewer. Using only lines, bands and patterns, flat areas 

of color, white, gray or black or cleanly cut wood, glass, metal and plastic, 

perceptual artists establish a new relationship between the observer and a work of 

art, These new kinds of subjective experiences, which result from the simultaneous 

contrast of colors, after-images, illusions and other optical devices, are entirely 

real to the eye even though they do not exist physically in the work itself. Each 

observer sees and responds somewhat differently. 

Mr. Bell, who is 25 and the youngest of the Chicago-born artists, is represented 

by a glass and metal construction. He now lives in Los Angeles. Mr. Benjamin, now 

a resident of Claremont, California, and Mr. Benkert, who now lives in New York City, 

born in I925 and I928, respectively, each have an oil painting in the show. A 

serigraph on glass and plastic by Miss Skinner is on view» Miss Skinner, bora in 

l91f̂  now resides in Easthampton, Connecticut. 
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