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HE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
11 WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK

rELEPHONE: CIRCLE 3-8800

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EXHIBITION OF INDIAN ART OF THE UNITED STATES OPENS
AT MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

The Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, oncnc to the

public today (Wednesday, January 22) an exhibition of Indian Art of

the United States. The exhibition, largest and most representative

of its kind ever held, has been organized by the Indlan Arts and
Crafts Board of the United States Department of the Interior with

the cooperation of universities and museums of sclience throughout

the country.

The cxhibition, comprising approximately one thousand items,
has been asscembled and installed under the direction of Rene
d'Harnoncourt, General Manager of the Indian Arts and Crafts Board
in collaboration with Frederic H. Douglas, Curator of Indian Art
of the Denver Art Museum, and Henry Klumb, architect. Active
support has been given by the Commissioners of the Indian Arts and
Crafts Board: John Collier, Chairman; Ebert K. Burlew, Dr. A. V.
Kidder, James W, Young and Lorenzo Hubbell. The sponsoring institu-
tlons are The United States National Museum, Washington, D.C., and
The Royal Ontario Musecum of Archacology, Toronto.

The foreword to the book of the exhibition is by Mrs.
Frenklin D. Roosevelt, who writes as follows:

The White House
Weshington, D. C.

"At this time, when America is reviewing its
cultural resources, this book and the exhibit on which
1t 1s based open up to us age-old sources of 1deas and
forms that have never been fully appreciated. In apprails-
ing the Indian's past and present achievements, we realize
not only that his heritage constitutes part ef the artistic
and spiritual wealth of this country, but also that the

Indien people of todey have a contribution to make towerd
the america of the future.

"In dealing with Indian art of the United Stetcs,
we r'ind that its sources reach far beyond our borders,
both to the north and to the south. Hemisphoric inter-
change of ideas is as 0ld s man on this continent. Long
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before Columbus, tribes now settled in arizona brought
traditions to thie country that were formed in Alasks and
Canede; Indlan traders from the foot of the Rocky Mountains
exchanged goods and i1deas with the great civilizations two
thousand miles south of the Rio Grande. Related thoughts
and forms that are truly of aAmerice ere found from the
andes to the Mississippl Valley.

"We acknowledge here & culturzl debt not only to
the Indicns of the United States but to the Indiens of
both Americas."

(Signed) Eleanor Roosevelt

A span of 20,000 yeers is bridgedby objects in the exhibition,
The very earliest are two small selmon-colored stone polnts, or
spcer-heads. Another ancient pilece is the head of a polar bear
cerved by an Eskimo from ivory. The age of such prehistoric objects
1s largely determined by studics of the glecial deposits in which
they arce found. But even more interesting than these relics of
imperishable stonc and ivory arc a peir of sendals worn some
thirtcen hundred yecers ago. Woven of yucca fibre cord in black and
red, they still rctcin their intricate pattern and firm texture.
These were made by the Basketmakers of northeestern Arizona.

The exhibition is & cross secction of the artistic achieve-
ments of the‘Indians of the United States during the last fifteen
hundred ycers. It contains the finest obteinable examples of all
of the many techniques and dcsign styles which heve been perfected
throughout this period. B8Some of the more important prehistoric
objects shown are greet stone pipes in human form from the pre-
historic Indians of Oklahome; exqulsite wooden cervings of animal
heads from ancient Florida; superb pottery in a bewildering range
of shapecs. Outstanding in the exhibits from the historic period
arc finely woven and embroidered textiles from meny tribes; examples
of the bceded and guilled skin clothing; and examples of the
grotesque ond cleboratoe wood cculpturce of Southeest Alaska.

The modern items include silver cups end goblets by Navaho
sllversmiths end service plates of black cr red pottery suitable

for contemporsry dinner tebles. The edeptability to contemporary

fashions of Indian fabrics, becd ond breid work and ribbon applique

mede by the modern Indian is shown in an ecvening cape and dress
and & ski sult which incorporatecs the Indlan work as part of the

design of the clothes.

Simultencously with the opening of the exhibition the Museum
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ig publishing en elaborete and comprehensive catelog with 16 color
plates, 200 halftones. The bock conteins 220 peges cnd has becn
vritten by Frederic H. Douglas and Rene d'Hernoncourt. Although the
book 1s complcte in itself it also serves as a guide to the exhlbi-
tion, the errangement of which it prrallels. Like the cxhibltion
it 18 built around the following general subjects!: Tribal Traditlons
and Progrees; Indian Art; Indian Origins and History. In the fleld
of prehistoric art it treats as individucl groups The Carvers of
the Far West; The Carvers of the Northweet Coast; The Engravers of
the Arctic; The Sculptors of the East; Thc Peinters of the Southwest.
The living traditions of the Indian are divided into the following
sections! The Pueblo Cornplanters; The Navaho Shepherds; The Apache
Mountain People; The Descrt Dwellers of the Southwest; The Seed
Gathcrers of the Far West; The Hunters of the Plalns; The Woodsmen
of the East; The Fishermen of the Northwest Coast; The Eskimo
Hunters of the Arctic. There is also a scction in the book on
Indian aArt For Modcern Living. The end pepers show Indian designs
and give a chart of the chronological reletionship between the dié~
covery of thce various tribal groups end their cultural dcvelopment.
In the introduction to the book the authors comment
spcelficelly on the aert of the Indian as follows:

"Fine art in the scnse of art for art's sake 1is a
concept that is elmost unknown in Indian cultures. There
are very few eboriginel art forms that have no established
function in tribal lifc. Some of the miniature ivory
carvings of the Eskimo may be an exccption to the rule since
there 1s no evidence that they serve eny specific purpose,
but by and large every product made by an Indien ertist has
a function and is created by him primerily to serve a given
end.  Artistic merit 1s simply conslidered o necessary by-
product of good workmanship.

"The close relationship between ecesthetic and tech-
nicel perfection gives the work of most Indian artists a
basic unity rerely found in the producte of an urben
civilization.... The Indian artist, whose simple tools have
elways forccd him to study his raw materisl in order to dis-
cover Just what treatment will best utilize i1ts inherent
cheracteristics, hes developed a sense of the fitness of
form and material that givce distinction to e11 his work....

‘"Beyond gencral etctemente littlc cen be said about
Indian art that would fit 2ll thc verious tribes and tribal
groups, since eachh area of Indlan culture hes an art of 1its
own. Indian art elweys was and still is regional in the
deepcset scnse of the word., The artists of the Northwest
Coast not only nortray men end animale of thet rcglon but
algo convey in form and design the very essencc of the
gloomy_fog—bound coast with its derk forests rnd 1its
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mveterious animation. Even the Pueblo potter, whose most
sbstract forms abstain completely from representation, estill
achieves effects in color and design that are essentially of
the Southwest and could not be assoclated with any other

part of the country. Indian art from coast to coest actually
recreates the land, America, 1n every one of 1lts oountless
voriations.!

Many muscums and institutions throughout the country have
cooperated in lending material for the exhibition. Individual
lenders include:

Mr. William H. Clafin, Jr., BELMONT, MASS.

Mrs. Willlaem Denman, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

Mrs. Rene d'Harnoncourt, WASHINGTON, D, C.

Mrs. Charles Dietrich, BaNTaA FE, NEW MEXICO

Mr. end Mrs. Kenneth B. Disher, NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MASS.
Mr. Frederic H. Douglas, DENVER, COLORADO

Mr. Charles de Young Elkus, SaN FRaANCISCO, CALIF.
Mrs. 0. L. N. Foster, DENVER, COLORADO

Mr. Herold L. Ickes, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dr. Ralph Linton, NEW YORK CITY

Mrs. Audrey McMehon, NEW YORK CITY

Mr. Earl Morris, BOULDER, COLORADO

Dr. Herbert J. Spinden, NEW YORK CITY

Mrs. W. M, Tallant, MANATEE, FLORIDA

Mise Mary C. Wheelwright, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
Miss Amelia Elizabeth White, SANT. FE, NEW MEXICO




