THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
NEW YORK 11 WEST 53rd STREET

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900
CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK

SARAH NEWMEYER, PUBLICITY DIRECTOR

December 28, 1940.

TO Photography Editors
City Editors
Art Editors

Dear Sir:
The Museum will make an important announcement Monday afternoon

at the preview of its exhibition Sixty Photographs: A Survey of Camera
Esthetics.

I hope you can attend or send a representative to the preview,
which is from 2 to 6 P.M. Monday, December 30.

Sincerely yours,

/,/—(j‘(_.- Y ’% %—4 : %
Sarah Newmeyer ‘ %

Publicity Director
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
11 WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8800
FOR RELEASE TUESDAY, DECEWEER 31, 1940.
MUSTUUT OF AMODERN ART ESTABLISHES NEW DEPARTMENT OF PHOTOGRAPHY

The Mugeun <f Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, announces the
establishment of a Departient of Photography. Beaunont Newhall,
Librarian of the Mugeum, has been anpninted Curator of the department.
In additi.n to his new positi~n ilr., Newhall will for the present
cnontinue his work as Librarian.

The announcenment was made by Alfred H. Barr, Jr., Directur of
the .duseuan, at the preview yesterday «f the first exhibitiun organized
by the new departuent, Sixty Ph~tograohg: A Survey of Caiera Egthetica.
The 2x2ibitiosn opens to the public today (Tuesday, December 31) and
will continue through Sunday, January 13. In announcing the new _ ﬁ
depart.aent Mr, Barr said:

"Eleven years ag»n, when the Museum of Modern Art
wag frunded, the arts of vainting and sculpture were its principal
¢ ncern. Gradually ~ther departmnents were foraed: Arcaitecture
in 1933, t~ which was added Inductrial Art; then the Film Library
in 1936 and now Phatography.

"One nf the acst vigorous and popular arts »f our tinme, i
Dl\fﬁﬂranhv hag 1long been recngnized by the duscum. Several 1
inorrtant exhibitirns have been nrganized: notably, in 1932, |
urals by American Paintsrs and Photographozrg; in 1937 the large
ratrngeective show Dhﬂto~Pﬁpn1_18?9 -1937; 1in 1958. American
Paotoegranhg by Walkoer Evang; and in 1940, War Cones to the People,

A St ry er§ﬁighﬁlta the Lgno by Thercs2 Bonney. Under the
ausnlces of the Library, a cnhllasction of photographs has been
fﬁunded, and a raf-r:ence library of photographic material
2gtablisghed. The success »f these enterprises has lad tac
Trustzes to create a Departmant of Photography.

"By exhibiti:ns, boyth in the ilussum and throughout the
cmuntry, by incriasing in siz: and scopc the phitograph collec-
tisn and reference library, by publicaticns and lectures, it is
hoozd that the Departaent will scrve as a center for th.se artists
w1 have chogen photography as their nmediua, and will bring before
the publ‘c wirk which, in the opinion ¢f the Curator and the
Cwl~ittee. represents the best of the present and the past."

The Departunent of Photography has been nrganized and its
preliainary progran worked nut by a Phctography Comalttec working in
close cuoperation with the .iuseun, The Comualttce cunsists of E
David d., WcAlpin, Chairman; Angel Adams, Vice-Chairman; John E. Abbott,

Alfr~d H, Barr, Jr.,; Dr., Waltor Clark, Beauwarnt Newhall,

Archibald .iacLeigh, Laurance Rockefellar and Janes Thrall Soby.
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Ir, .lcAlpin, whn cnllects niantographa as otheras collect printes, makes
a stat2icnt f~r the Comnlttae in the Museum's currcnt Bulletin which
15 davated t- the new Departiirnt of Photograshy. Mr. McAlpin's
gtat2nent 1s in part as follrws:

"The histrry of painting, sculoture and the nther arts
has besn studied, discusged and analyzed exhsustively and 1s
widely accessible to all., By reason »f the perishable nature cf
dlates, filmg and prints, original phntographic material is
scarce, Much of it has disappear~d. What rcmains is scattered,
its wheregbouts alnogt unknown, Tron little hag besn done to
agscmble, eorrelate and acpralsa what i1s still extant and aake 1T
generally avallable for study and coaparison,

"It seems timely and loglcal that more systenatic attentlon
chould be devoted to photography, to orient vur Judgaent by a
greater knowledge and understanding of its higtory and develop-
aent, both technical and esthetic., We hope, through the Mucseum's
collecticn, in 1ts exhibitins and by publiecaticns, to help
evaluate what hag been achieved and what is now being done."

Als» in the iluseun Bulletin :ir., Newhall has written briefly of
of the progran for the new department. Mr, Newhall writes in part as
follows:

"The Departiient of Photography will functicn as focal
canter, where the cstheotic oroblang 2f photography can be
evaluated, where the artist who has chogen the cainera as his
medium can find guidance by axaaple and encouragemnent, and where
tiic vast amateur public can Study: béth the elassics-and the
st recent and significant developments of chotagraphy."

"Practical stevs have alrsady been taksn. A collzction
7f seven hundred original prints can now be seen on application
in the library rcading room. These prints, suppleuaented by others
borrowed f£or the nceasinn, will be presented in various regularly
nlanned exhibitions. Many ~f the oxhibitions will not be limited
tn» the New Y.rk showing, but will be available to caaera clubs,
schonls, eolleges and auséwas outside the city by the iluseuwa's
Departaent of Circulating Exhibiti.ns. Every effort will be
1ade to have small, intimate exhibitions always on view at the
fMuseun go that, begides the permanent collecction, the student
will always find something of phatongrashic value in the buildingd

The exhibition of Sixty Phatographs, organizad by dr. Newnall

and Angel Adams, ncted California photographer, ies not inclusive and 1s
nnt intended to define but to suggest the pessibilities ~f phoutougraphic
vision, Cnlor, commercial, scientific and advertising photography are
not reorcsented, The sixty photographs range from objective interpreta-
tion of fact to abstract crceation of form by the cameralecss shodowgraph.
Several printing methods arz included: the now obsnlate calutype,

albunzn and platinum processesg; direct photogravures, palladiotypes, as

well as the mor: usual chloride and brrmlde developing-out papar.
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The exnibition ranges from portraiture to informal studiegc of people
in relation to things, including photogravns which coumnent upon
soclal »roblens, or simply reflect the daily life of pcople; archi-
tectural cudjects; photographs of broad landscane and close detall;
and in some prints interegt in the discovery of form is uppermost,
aven to tae exclu;ion of reality.

Among the photographers represented in the exhibition are the
following: Bersesnice Abbott, Anscl Adams, Bugene Atget, satthew B.,
Brady, walkcer Evans, Dr. Arnold Genthe, D. O, Hill, .lan Ray, Charles
Sheeler, Edward Steichen, Alfred Sti:glity, Paul Strand, Edward Weston,
Clarencs H, White.

After the sxhibition closas on January 12 the Musecum's circula-
ting deopartmsnt will send it to muscums, gallsrics, colleges, aand
gchools throughout th: country. Mr. Newhall and Mr. Adams will give

lectures at some of tha places wher:s the exhibition is shown.

Bzauwnont Newhall, Harvard A.B. 1930, A.M. 1931; wags a lecturer
at ta: Peangylvania luscum of Art in 1931-32. In 1933-33 he was
in the Deonartmant of Decorative Arts in the Metropolitan

Museum of Art. Haz attended the University of Paris in 1933 as a

Carnazi: Scholar, and the Univorsity of London in 1934. He directed

the :duscun'e cxhibition Photozraphy 1839-1937, and 1is the author of

Photozranhy, A Short Critical History. In addition to publishing

articles and reviewg on art he hag lectured at lecading muscums and
collagz2c in the Eagt, He wasg arpointed Librarian of the duseum of

Modern Art in 1935,




