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R e : MEXICAN MUSIC PROGRAM 

The pro gran of Mexican music i n the Auditorium of the Museum of Modern 

Art cont inues twice d a i l y a t 2:30 and 8:45 P.M., from Saturday, May 18th, through 

May 29th , i n c l u d i n g Sunday. 

Eduardo Hernandez Moncada, eminent Mexican composer and conductor , assumes 

d i r ec t ion of the O r c h e s t r a and Chorus, e s p e c i a l l y assembled for t h i s mus ica l program, 

which complements the "Exhib i t ion of Twenty Centur ies of Mexican Ar t " , now on view 

at the Museum. 

Mr. Moncada, a n a t i v e of Vera Cruz, i s a c t i v e i n Mexico both in the De­

partment of Music of the S e c r e t a r i a t of Educat ion and as conductor of the Symphony 

Orchestra of Mexico, of which Car los Chavez i s permanent conductor . 

The Mexican program, ar ranged and superv i sed by Mr. Chavez, and d i r e c t e d 

by Mr. Moncada, p r e s e n t s a gene ra l i d e a of the music of Mexico, as d e t a i l e d a s 

poss ib le w i t h i n the l i m i t of a c o n c e r t . I t w i l l p r e s e n t music t h a t f l o u r i s h e d i n 

Mexican c i v i l i z a t i o n s in the l a s t twenty c e n t u r i e s . The program i s d iv ided i n t o 

nine major groups , i n c l u d i n g the Ind ian music of the anc i en t Mexicans; the music 

of Spanish o r i g i n implanted in Mexico; and f i n a l l y , the p roduc t i on i n Mexico of a 

mixture of these e lements . I t was Mr. Chavez' hope t h a t the i n s p i r a t i o n which 

o r i g i n a l l y gave r i s e to t h i s music would " a r r i v e h e r e , l i v i n g and f r e s h , a c r o s s 

i n t e rven ing y e a r s and m i l e s . " 

The nine major groups of music of the Museum program i n c l u d e : 

I . XOCHIPILI -MACUILXOCHITL 

This was the Aztec God of mus ic , the dance, f l o w e r s , and l o v e . 
The name was chosen by Mr. Chavez as the t i t l e because i t s very 
sound seems to evoke the f l a v o r of an a n c i e n t Ind ian c u l t u r e . The 
s p e c i a l o r c h e s t r a used f o r t h i s p i e c e c o n s i s t s of cop ies of a rcheo-
l o g i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s , i n c l u d i n g f l u t e s , t e p o n a x t l e s ( c y l i n d r i c a l 
p i e c e s of wood hol lowed-out , to produce a sound box) h u e h u e t l e s , 
( Ind ian drums which a r e the hol lowed-out t runks of t r e e s ) r a s p s of 
wood and bone, r a t t l e s , w h i s t l e s of every s i z e , and ( to approximate 
the sound made by blowing i n t o a c o n c h - s h e l l ) a trombone. 

I I . SOKES MARIACHI 

A Mariachi i s the name given to an i n s t r u m e n t a l ensemble found 
c h i e f l y i n the Mexican S t a t e of J a l i s c o . The word Son i s the cha rac ­
t e r i s t i c music of the Mar i ach i . I t i s gay music , which i s concerned 
g e n e r a l l y wi th l o v e . The p i e c e on t h i s program was ar ranged by Bias 
Gal indo, a young f u l l - b l o o d e d Ind ian from J a l i s c o . 

( c o n t d . ) 



I I I . CORRIDOS MEXICANOS 
The Corrido i s a t r u e fo lk b a l l a d . The Corrido Singer i s a 

modern t roubadour , whose songs deal wi th cr imes , v i o l e n t d e a t h s , 
band i t r a i d s , n a t u r a l c a t a s t r o p h e s , r a i l r o a d wrecks, wars and 
even the i n t e r n a t i o n a l monetary c r i s i s . Corr idos a r e sung a t 
f a i r s and f i e s t a s , and i n many remote p a r t s of Mexico, and are 
the e q u i v a l e n t of newspaper, magazine, r ad io and newsree l . 

IV. MASS by DON JOSE ALDANA 

This i s an 18th century Mass, d i scovered i n A p r i l , 1940, i n 
the a r c h i v e s of the Na t iona l Conservatory of Music, by the Mexican 
composer, Candelario Huizar . I t i s an example of Mexican r e l i g i o u s 
music of the l a t e c o l o n i a l p e r i o d . I t was composed so t h a t i t could 
be sung any day of the y e a r , and c o n s i s t s of the fou r s e c t i o n s of 
*^e Ordinary : The Kyr ie , G lo r i a , Credo, and Sanctus . 

V- MARCHA, YALS, CANCION 
These were s e l e c t e d by Car los Chavez, as t y p i c a l popula r music 

of the Mexican Republ ic . The MARCHA of the t i t l e i s the most popu la r 
of a l l Mexico ' s m i l i t a r y marches , LA MARCHA DE ZACATECAS, the wa l t z 
i s CLUB VERDE, the song i s an i n t e r n a t i o n a l f a v o r i t e , LA ADELITA, a 
Mexican c o r r i d o of the 1910 r e v o l u t i o n . 

VI. HUAPANGOS 

A Huapango i s the name of a type of f i e s t a , c e l e b r a t e d p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y a long the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, and i n the ad jacen t 
t r o p i c a l lowlands . The music i s known as a "son" as i t i s i n the 
m a r i a c h i , and i s ve ry gay, f a s t and rhythmic. There are thousands 
of "son" melod ies va ry ing w i t h each performer . In genera l they a re 
der ived from 16th cen tu ry Spanish music . 

VII. LA PALOMA AZUL 

"The Blue Dove" i s t y p i c a l of the genre of p e a s a n t sen t imen ta l 
song, p robably descended from I t a l i a n Opera, which was enormously 
popula r throughout Mexico i n the 18th and 19th c e n t u r i e s , 

VII I . YAQUI MUSIC 

The Yaquis and the c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t r i b e of the S e r i s l i v e in 
the S t a t e of Sonora. They have p r e se rved an almost a r c h a i c c u l t u r e . 
Thei r music i s v igo rous and d ramat ic , and t h e i r o r c h e s t r a s have an 
a s t o n i s h i n g v a r i e t y of p e r c u s s i o n i n s t r u m e n t s , i n c l u d i n g drums, wa te r 
drums, r a t t l e s , r a s p s , bunches of d r i e d b u t t e r f l y cocoons, c a l l e d 
"Capullos de Mariposa". 

I X - LOS CUATRO SOLES - TWO DANCES 

"The Four Suns", a Mexican B a l l e t w r i t t e n by Car los Chavez, i n 
1925-1926, i s based upon a Mexican legend of p r e h i s t o r i c t imes . 
The composer was i n t e r e s t e d i n t u r n i n g Mexican music away from 
exc lus ive i m i t a t i o n of Europe, and t h i s r e p r e s e n t s a t u r n i n g back 
to Mexican legend and a r t , a s a source of musica l i n s p i r a t i o n . In 
t h i s program,- two dances from LOS CUATRO SOLES are be ing p layed . 
The f i r s t d e a l s w i t h the f i r s t "Sun" o r epoch, which ended wi th 
the de luge . The second i s a r i t u a l dance of a d o r a t i o n o f . " C e n t e o t i e " 
the goddess of maize , and i s a dance of p r a i s e fo r t h e abundance 
and f e r t i l i t y of the e a r t h . 

* * * * % 


