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ED BLAND 
EXPLORING AMERICAN CULTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS 

Ed Bland began h i s cineouitic explorat ion of Anerican cu l tura l transforaat lonsIn h i s 

f irst f i l m . The Cry of Jagg. Margareta AkemarK, AssoclAte Director of the Department 

of F i l s for The Museum of Modern Art where the f i lm i s being featured in i t s current 

program, s t a t e s , "The f i lm , produced in 1958, vas prophetic in ant i c ipa t ing the black 

anger and nationalism of the 60»s and 7 0 • s . " In devoting 27" of copy to i t s review in 

1960, Kenneth Tynan wrote, 'The Cry of Jagg does not r e a l l y belong to the h i s t o r y of 

cinematic a r t , but i t assuredly belongs to h i s t o r y ; i t i s the f i r s t f i lm in which the 

American Negro has issued a d irec t challange to the white. . .** The f i lms screening at 

the Museum w i l l include an ana lys i s by Mr. Bland of how the power s t r i c t u r e s imposed on 

black s o c i e t y contributed to the creat ion of **a future less future - the soul of jagg, and 

how such a s i t u a t i o n contains the seeds of a new American culture.** A native of Chicago, 

Mr. Bland i s a l so a composer and arranger of ser ious music. Jagg and soul music, and i s 

the product of the l i f e he portrays . 

At the time of the Tynan review Mr. Bland sakl^**...sooner or l a t er they (Northern 

l iberals) w i l l have to accept -with humility - the idea that the Negro i s going to be 

the next American hero.** The t i t l e of Ed Bland's new f u l l , length f i lm, soon to go into 

production i s - The American Hero, which *'concerns i t s e l f with the type of ac t ion necessary 

to cause s i g n i f i c a n t modif ication of s o c i e t y ' s i n s t i t u t i o n s without resort ing to v io lence 

or pacif ism. I t i s a type of ac t ion anyone can fo l low. The breeding ground for t h i s type 

of act ion e x i s t s in black l i f e because of the disadvantageous power pos i t i on blacks 

find themselves in.** The s e t t i n g for t h i s f i lm i s the t e l e v i s i o n industry - today. 

Mr. Bland's TV and f i lm cred i t s include that of musical consultant of the CBS Camera 3 

program Really The Country Blues, s c r i p t consultant on Shir ley Clark's The Cool World, 

working with Ben Maddow on the feature f i lm An Affair of The Skin - to mention a few from 

an extensive l i s t . 
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In addit ion to h i s f 11M work, Mr. Bland Is Program Director , for the fourth s«i| 

of The Museum of Modern Art ' s "Jazz In The Garden" concerts . In s e l e c t i n g the s e r i e s o 

programs he o f f e r s a broad v lev of current musical s t y l e s , represented by new young ta 

and o lder musicians who are having an enormous Impact on the emerging young musicians^ 

w e l l as some of the attempts that have been made to synthes ize j a z z , rock, blues and 

folk music* 
• ft 

The Museum's new Summergarden weekends are a l s o under Mr. Bland's d i r e c t i o n , the 

Sculpture Garden Is open free to the publ ic every Friday, Saturday and Sunday evening; 

and the program has featured a var i e ty of musical entertainment - from Elizabethan balltijl 

to a e r i a l dances preformed to the tape recorded sounds of whales . 

Ed Bland recleved h i s ear ly t ra in ing in music at The Universi ty of Chicago where 

he studied musicology and philosophy - "I was interested In using philosophy to get a ^ 

more fundamental grasp of music and i t s function in the world. John Dewey's instrument«ll 

was most useful in t h i s regard; i t was a l so useful In terms of def ining some fundamental 

problems of being black. I s t i l l read Dewey," 

After studying musical composition with John Becker and Walllngford Riegger, Mr. B 

l e f t Chicago for New York and has worked as composer, arranger, and producer for Al Hlrt 

Country Joe and The F i sh , Lionel Hampton, Junior Wells , Richie Havens and Clark Terry, 
»•;•» 

among o t h e r s . In recent months he has conducted h i s own compositions and arrangements'" 
• . • . ^ • . , . . . - • • • . . . • • . - . • . « ^ , _ 

for recording s e s s i o n s with Dizzy G i l l e s p i e , The Hes i tat ions and Barry Melton. He was | 

a producer a t GWP Records and was Instrumental In the execut ion of CVP's Astrological 

Music S e r i e s . He i s currently producing records independently. 
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