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A l l a n D w a n , a t 86 one of A m e r i c a ' s o l d e s t l i v i n g d i r e c t o r s and w i t h 

over 400 f i l m s to h i s c r e d i t , w i l l be h o n o r e d w i t h a f i v e - w e e k f i l m r e ­

t r o s p e c t i v e b e g i n n i n g M a r c h 4 a t T h e M u s e u m of M o d e r n A r t . T h e s e r i e s , 

a s s e m b l e d by P e t e r B o g d a n o v i c h , a f i l m m a k e r h i m s e l f , s p a n s 45 y e a r s 

of t h e d i r e c t o r ' s c a r e e r , f r o m t h e 1912 f i l m " T h e F e a r " to " T h e R i v e r ' s 

E d g e , " a 1957 W e s t e r n and o n e of D w a n ' s l a s t f i l m s . M r . B o g d a n o v i c h 

is t h e a u t h o r of t h e new book AJ_J[a^nJDwanj^_jni_e_Jj_a^st_ p u b l i s h e d 

by P r a e g e r c o n c u r r e n t l y w i t h t h e M u s e u m s e r i e s . 

A l l a n Dwan h a s d i r e c t e d s u c h n o t e d s t a r s a s G l o r i a S w a n s o n , D o u g l a s 

F a i r b a n k s , S r . , V i c t o r M c L a g l e n , W a l l a c e B e e r y , S h i r l e y T e m p l e and 

John W a y n e . S o m e of h i s m o s t w e l l - k n o w n p i c t u r e s , i n c l u d e d in t h e M u s e u m 

t r i b u t e , a r e " R o b i n H o o d , " a 1922 f i l m w i t h D o u g l a s F a i r b a n k s , S r . ; " T h e 

I r o n M a s k " ( 1 9 2 9 ) , a l s o s t a r r i n g F a i r b a n k s ; " S u e z " ( 1 9 3 8 ) , t h e e p i c w i t h 

T y r o n e P o w e r and L o r e t t a Y o u n g ; and " T h e S a n d s of Iwo J i m a " ( 1 9 4 9 ) , t h e 

wa r f i l m f o r w h i c h J o h n W a y n e r e c e i v e d h i s f i r s t O s c a r n o m i n a t i o n . 

A l l a n D w a n , who h a s w o r k e d in m a n y g e n r e s , b e g a n h i s c a r e e r in 

m o t i o n p i c t u r e s a l m o s t by a c c i d e n t . An e n g i n e e r , he d e s i g n e d s p e c i a l 

l i g h t s f o r t h e E s s a n a y S t u d i o in C h i c a g o and w a s s u p e r v i s i n g t h e i r u s e on 

t h e s e t , w h e n he l e a r n e d t h a t t h e s t u d i o p a i d $25 f o r s c r i p t s . He b e g a n 

w r i t i n g w i t h s u c h s u c c e s s t h a t he w a s a s k e d to be E s s a n a y ' s s c e n a r i o 

e d i t o r . A r r i v i n g on a s e t in A r i z o n a to s u p p l y s o m e s c r i p t s , he found 

t h a t t h e d i r e c t o r h a d l e f t t own and w a s s o o n n o t i f i e d by E s s a n a y t h a t he 

w a s to d i r e c t . T h i s w a s in 1909 and Dwan s t a y e d w i t h t h e j o b f o r m o r e t h a n 

h a l f a c e n t u r y . 

D w a n ' s e a r l y f i l m s , s u c h a s " T h r e e M i l l i o n D o l l a r s " ( 1 9 1 1 ) , h i s 
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f o r t i e t h o n e - r e e l e r , a r e t e c h n i c a l l y v e r y s i m p l e — e a c h s c e n e i s r e c o r d e d 

from a f i x e d p o s i t i o n and t h e r e i s a m i n i m u m of c u t t i n g . By 1 9 1 3 , h o w ­

ever , he f e l t t h e i n f l u e n c e of D. W. G r i f f i t h and b e g a n to c u t w i t h i n 

s c e n e s and i n t r o d u c e m u c h g r e a t e r f l e x i b i l i t y . Dwan h i m s e l f h a s a c k n o w ­

ledged h i s d e b t to G r i f f i t h ; " T h e o n l y m a n I e v e r w a t c h e d w a s G r i f f i t h , 

and I j u s t d id w h a t he d i d . I t w a s a w o n d e r f u l , s u c c e s s f u l t h i n g to d o . " 

Dwan c a m e up w i t h n u m e r o u s s o l u t i o n s to t e c h n i c a l p r o b l e m s h i m s e l f , and 

B o g d a n o v i c h c r e d i t s h i m w i t h t h e i n v e n t i o n of t h e d o l l y s h o t in 1 9 1 5 . 

" R o b i n H o o d " ( 1 9 2 2 ) , s t a r r i n g D o u g l a s F a i r b a n k s , S r . , r e m a i n s 

one of D w a n ' s g r e a t e s t f i l m s . R o b e r t E . S h e r w o o d , t h e p l a y w r i g h t , t h e n 

a f i l m c r i t i c , w r o t e a t t h e t i m e " I t r e p r e s e n t s t h e h i g h - w a t e r m a r k of 

f i lm p r o d u c t i o n . " 

Dwan had a v e r y c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e two l e a d i n g s t a r s of t h e 

2 0 s , F a i r b a n k s and G l o r i a S w a n s o n . " M a n h a n d l e d , " a 1924 f i l m s t a r r i n g 

M i s s S w a n s o n , w i l l be s h o w n a t t h e M u s e u m . I t i s a c o m e d y r o m a n c e w i t h 

an o u t s t a n d i n g p e r f o r m a n c e by t h e l e a d i n g l a d y . 

W h i l e he h a s a l w a y s f e l t t h a t s o u n d d e t r a c t e d f r o m w h a t he c o n s i d e r s 

a u n i q u e l y v i s u a l m e d i u m , Dwan m a d e t h e t r a n s i t i o n to t a l k i e s w i t h s u c c e s s . 

G i v e n l i t t l e o p p o r t u n i t y in t h e m i d - t h i r t i e s to w o r k w i t h s u p e r i o r m a t e r i a l , 

t he s u c c e s s of two S h i r l e y T e m p l e f i l m s he d i r e c t e d — " H e i d i " and " R e b e c c a 

of S u n n y b r o o k F a r m —" l ed to h i s a s s i g n m e n t to d i r e c t " S u e z , " a 1938 

a d v e n t u r e s t o r y b u i l t a r o u n d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e S u e z C a n a l , and a 

f i l m w h i c h r e m a i n s one of h i s b e s t . A f t e r m a k i n g a n u m b e r of s u c c e s s f u l 

c o m e d i e s in t h e f o r t i e s , he s w i t c h e d g e n r e s w i t h h i s u s u a l a b i l i t y and 

c l o s e d ou t t h e d e c a d e w i t h t h e s u c c e s s f u l " T h e S a n d s of Iwo J i m a , " a 

w a r f i l m s t a r r i n g J o h n W a y n e . 

Dwan c o n t i n u e d w o r k i n g a c t i v e l y u n t i l t h e e a r l y 6 0 s . H i s f i l m s a r e 

m a r k e d by e x p r e s s i v e b u t u n p r e t e n t i o u s c a m e r a w o r k ; a s e n s e of h u m o r 

w h i c h p o k e s fun a t p r e t e n s e ; and a f o c u s on s i m p l e p e o p l e . 

( m o r e ) 
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T h e c o m p l e t e s c h e d u l e of T j i ^ F j . rmj;_of^j\^n^ji_p_w_^^ Al l 

films a r e d i r e c t e d by D w a n . S i l e n t f i l m s i n d i c a t e d by a s t e r i s k . 

ThjiJ^^_aj^_Mji_rj)Ji_J_X?_L?JL__?_L3 0 i : DAVID H A R U M * ( 1 9 1 5 ) . W i t h W i l l i a m 
' " H . C r a n e , May A l l i s o n . C o u r t e s y E a s t m a n H o u s e . 
Thjijjjd^ y_^_M_a_rj3ji_ J_^8^niPJ : DAVID HARUM and M ANHA NDLE D*(l 9 2 4 ) . 

Wi th G l o r i a S w a n s o n . C o u r t e s y E a s t m a n H o u s e . 
Fii^£yj__M_aj^Ji_5_(_2_:_0_0^_5j^3^0^)_: STAGE ST R UC K *( 1 9 2 5 ) . W i t h G l o r i a 

S w a n s o n . C o u r t e s y E a s t m a n H o u s e and P a r a m o u n t P i c t u r e s . 
Sai!iLiLyl_J^i££i_5.JJ_l^^^_5^^3_0J_: THE W A N D E R E R * ( 1 9 1 2 ) . C o u r t e s y 
' E a s t m a n H o u s e . C A L A M I T Y A N N E ' S TR UST *(1 9 13 ) . C o u r t e s y E a s t m a n , 

H o u s e . THE F E A R * ( 1 9 1 2 ) . C o u r t e s y N a t i o n a l F i l m A r c h i v e s , B r i t i s h 
F i l m I n s t i t u t e . A MODERN M USKE T E ER * ( ! 9 1 7 ) , an e x c e r p t . 

SHI^^ay^_MjLj^h_7_(_2_:J^_^_5^3^0^)_: ROBIN HOOD ( 1 9 2 2 ) . W i t h D o u g l a s 
F a i r b a n k s , S r . , W a l l a c e B e e r y . 

Mil?L^_^yj__M.lLl?L_?_Ji2j_3^0^)j F I G H T I N G O D D S * ( 1 9 1 7 ) . W i t h M a x i n e E l l i o t . 
"^ ^AHP ^ J l ? _ y j _ ^ l ^ 2.^ J L ? _ J^l^?.!__^jJ-?i * F I G H T I N G ODDS.'*' 
l l jl^I^l^Zi—M-^J^lLlii-L^J-Pj?.! ll^?.)-* I S P Y ( 1 9 3 3 ) . W i t h S a l l y F i l e r s , Ben 

L y o n . C o u r t e s y N a t i o n a l F i l m A r c h i v e s , B r i t a i n . 
T h uj_s^j j_^_ M_a rjjji_ J^_j[8 ;j)_OJ_: M A N H A N D L E D * . See M a r c h 4 . 
Fj"j.day^_M3j_cTi_12_(_2j_0_0_^_52^3_0)j STAGE STRUCK*. See M a r c h 5 . 
S^iy.L??.yi_J^^i!^l_L?_JJ_l^^j._5.L3JL)- Z A Z A * ( 1 9 2 3 ) . W i t h G l o r i a S w a n s o n . 

C o u r t e s y L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s , A m e r i c a n F i l m I n s t i t u t e and P a r a m o u n t . 
^M^ay^_M_aj^Ji_14_(_2jJ)_0^_5j^3^0^)_: WHAT A WIDOW! ( 1 9 3 0 ) . W i t h G l o r i a 

S w a n s o n . C o u r t e s y G l o r i a S w a n s o n and E a s t m a n H o u s e . 
M_9iL^^JL?_iliLl^JAii2j_3_0^)j M A N H A N D L E D * . See M a r c h 4 . 
IJ^^I^II^ M_^JL^!]Li_?_i^L3J^): WICKED ( 1 9 3 1 ) . W i t h E l i s s a L a n d i , V i c t o r 

M c L a g F e n , Una M e r k e F . C o u r t e s y 2 0 t h C e n t u r y F o x . 
^®A^®"Ll^JLi-J^?.L^!LJJLi2_^?L2.L.A:Jj?i: HIGH T E N S I O N ( 1 9 3 6 ) . W i t h B r i a n 

DonTevy , cFendTa F a r r e l l . C o u r t e s y 2 0 t h C e n t u r y F o x . 
J j L ^ J - ^ i l j y a - M A J c j L i J - i i L ^ J l j - A ^ O J ^ : THE JOY G I R L *( 1 9 2 7 ) . W i t h O l i v e B o r d o n , 

M a r i e D r e s s T e r . C o u r t e s y C z e c h o s l o v a k i a n F i l m A r c h i v e . C z e c h t i t l e s . 
l J \5JJ_^3y^_M3JLcAiJ_ i§ .L?J l ) - WHILE PARIS S L E E P S ( 1 9 3 2 ) . W i t h V i c t o r 

M c L a g l e n , H e l e n M a c k . C o u r t e s y 2 0 t h C e n t u r y F o x . 
Ii"i^£yi._MJi 'J?JLi^_L?J_?_?a_ll?-5.): THE T H R E E M U S K E T E E R S ( 1 9 3 9 ) . Wi th Don 

A m e c h e , G l o r i a S t u a r t . C o u r t e s y 2 0 t h C e n t u r y F o x . 
^a iurd^ay,_ March_2^0^JJ_:00j__5_:J_0J: THE IRON M A S K * ( 1 9 2 9 ) . Wi th D o u g l a s 

F a i r B a n l c s , S r . , M a r g u e r i t e de la M o t t e . 
Sunday^_M_a_r^h_21_(_2_:3_0^_5j^3_0^)_: C H A N C E S ( 1 9 3 1 ) . W i t h D o u g l a s F a i r b a n k s , J i; 

C o u r t e s y D o u g l a s F a i r b a n k s , J r . 
M£?^_^_yj_i4.1L9.^_?_2 ii2l3.0.)_: W I C K E D . See M a r c h 1 6 . 
W_e_crne_s_d_ay,_^arc^E 2_4__(2j^0^0^,__5jj_0j: THE BLACK S H E E P ( 1 9 3 5 ) . W i t h 

E'^fmund' L o w e , c F a i r e T r e v o r . C o u r t e s y 2 0 t h C e n t u r y F o x . 
Thujj^jj^_Mjjrj;h_^^_i[2^;_0_q_): WHILE P A R I S S L E E P S . See M a r c h 1 8 . 
J ? JLr j^ J Ja_MMi}Li^_ i5 .L? iL_-?_ l J?^ l - SUEZ (193 8 ) . W i t h T y r o n e P o w e r , 

L o r e t t a Y o u n g . C o u r t e s y 2 0 t h C e n t u r y F o x . 
J j i ^ £ y j . _ M 3 i ' f J i _ 2 6_L2jJ0_^_52_3_0^): T R A I L OF THE V I G I L A N T E S ( 1 9 4 0 ) . W i t h 

F r a n c h o t T o n e , B r o H e r i c k C r a w f o r d . 
S£i! iLday^J^arch_2^7_JJ^00j__5^v30J: H E I D I ( 1 9 3 7 ) . W i t h S h i r l e y T e m p l e . 

C o u r t e s y 2001 C e n t u r y F o x . 
SHIlday^_M3j'_ch_2 8_(_2j0_0^_5j^3^0^)_: R E B E C C A OF SUNNYBROOK FARM ( 1 9 3 8 ) . 

WitH sETirley T e m p F e . C o u r t e s y 2 0 t h C e n t u r y F o x . 
MfL^4a_yj_iiirc^h_2_9_iill?.?.L' ^^ MAIDEN LANE ( 1 9 3 6 ) . Wi th C l a i r e T r e v o r , 

C e s a r R o m e r o . C o u r t e s y Ivy F i l m / 1 6 m m . 
13^1^31^ MAfJl^L Ji_i5.L?JL) • UP IN M A B E L ' S ROOM ( 1 9 4 4 ) . W i t h D e n n i s 

O ' K e e f e . C o u r t e s y A m e r i c a n C o n t i n e n t a l . 
—OVER— 
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W_eA^e_sAajL»_illL9.?LJJ_ill9.9.L.J_-i_?i: G E T T I N G G E R T I E ' S G A R T E R (1945).^ 
Wi th D e n n i s O ' K e e f e , M a r i e M c D o n a l d . C o u r t e s y A m e r i c a n C o n t i n e n t ! 

Th^r_s^_a_y_^ A_pj_il̂ _l_ĵ 2_;_qj)j__5_^3 0]^: R E N D E Z V O U S WITH ANNIE ( 1 9 4 6 ) . With] 
E"3die A T b e r t . C o u r t e s y Ivy F i l m / I 6 m m . 

I ' j i^Mi ._ '^Pl iL_?_i? .L?_9j ^ _ l i £ i * F R O N T I E R M A R S HA L (1 93 8 ) . W i t h Rando lp ] 
S c o t t . C o u r t e s y 20fh C e n t u r y F o x . 

S£lirdayj__^pri_l_3J_3_:^_0_^_5j_^0^)_: THE SANDS OF IWO JIMA ( 1 9 4 9 ) . Wi th 1 
JoTin W a y n e . C o u r t e s y Ivy F i l m / 1 6 m m . 

Sunday^_AprU_4_j^2_^3_qj_5_^3 0)^: THE R I V E R ' S EDGE ( 1 9 5 7 ) . Wi th R a y 
MiTFanJ , A n t h o n y Q u i n n . C o u r t e s y 2 0 t h C e n t u r y F o x and W a r n e r B r o s ' 

M?JL4f^3L»_APjJi_5.Ji_?^^0|: THE INSIDE STORY ( 1 9 4 8 ) . Wi th W i l l i a m 
L u n ^ i g a n . C o u r t e s y Ivy F i l m / l 6 m m . 

W_ejL'L6_sj[ajr_^_ A_p_r li_l._(^_L 0 0^_5^-J_0_)^ B R E W S T E R ' S M I L L I O N S ( 1 9 4 5 ) . With ' 
D e n n i s O ' K e e l e . C o u r t e s y A m e r i c a n C o n t i n e n t a l . 

2J^J!^i'Ji'_?Ja_ A_Pi"ii J L i 2l0.0.,__5jJ^i • WOMAN THEY ALMOST L Y N C H E D (1952|J 
Wi th A u d r e y T o t t e r , B r i a n D o n l e v y . C o u r t e s y Ivy F i l m / l 6 m m . 

I ' i ' i^iyA._-^££iL^_i5.L^JL): D R I F T W O O D ( 1 9 4 7 ) . Wi th W a l t e r B r e n n e n , Deanl 
J a g g e r . C o u r t e s y Ivy F i l m / l 6 m m . 

Z j i ^ i l j - . - ^ P l i L i - i ^ L ^ J L ) : S I L V E R LODE ( 1 9 5 4 ) . Wi th J o h n P a y n e , Dan 
D u r y e a . C o u r t e s y Ivy F i l m / l 6 m m . 

A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e f r o m L i l l i a n G e r a r d , F i l m C o o r d i n a t o r , ^ 
and M a r k S e g a l , A s s i s t a n t , D e p a r t m e n t of P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n , T h e Muse ill 
of M o d e r n A r t , 11 W e s t 5 3 r d S t r e e t , New Y o r k , New Y o r k 1 0 0 1 9 . 
T e l : (212) 9 5 6 - 7 2 9 6 . #• 


