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S i m u l t a n e o u s l y w i t h t h e announcement by t h e Academy of Mot ion 

p i c t u r e A r t s and S c i e n c e s on T h u r s d a y , March 1 0 t h , t h a t 

"The Museum of Modern A r t F i lm L i b r a r y has been j u d g e d 
w o r t h y of t h e Academy 's S p e c i a l Award f o r i t s s i g n i f i ­
c a n t work i n c o l l e c t i n g f i l m s d a t i n g from 1895 t o t h e 
p r e s e n t day and f o r the f i r s t t ime making a v a i l a b l e t o 
t h e p u b l i c t h e means of s t u d y i n g t h e h i s t o r i c a l and 
a e s t h e t i c deve lopmen t of t h e m o t i o n p i c t u r e as one of 
t h e major a r t s " 

the Fi lm L i b r a r y r e c e i v e d an a c q u i s i t i o n of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e from David 

park G r i f f i t h . Mr. G r i f f i t h has handed over t o t h e Fi lm L i b r a r y an e n ­

ormous q u a n t i t y of m a t e r i a l c o v e r i n g h i s work i n the m o t i o n p i c t u r e 

from the t ime he made h i s f i r s t f u l l - l e n g t h f i l m , J u d i t h of B e t h u l i a , 

in 1913 t h r o u g h I s n ' t L i f e W o n d e r f u l , i n 1924. The f i l m s r e c e i v e d , 

( t o t a l l i n g a q u a r t e r of a m i l l i o n f e e t , a l s o i n c l u d e I n t o l e r a n c e ( 1 9 1 6 ) , 

Hear ts of t h e World ( 1 9 1 8 ) , Broken Blossoms ( 1 9 1 9 ) , Orphans of t h e 

\torrn ( 1 9 2 2 ) , One E x c i t i n g N i g h t (1923) and Amer ica ( 1 9 2 4 ) . The p r i n t e d 

m a t e r i a l a l o n e f i l l s h a l f a room a t t h e F i lm L i b r a r y ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s and 

i n c l u d e s t h o u s a n d s of s t i l l s , many c o p i e s of m u s i c a l s c o r e s w i t h orches­

t r a t i o n s f o r f i f t e e n p r o d u c t i o n s , vo luminous p r e s s books and s c r a p 

books of c l i p p i n g s , c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , b u s i n e s s p a p e r s and o t h e r memora­

b i l i a c o v e r i n g more t h a n a decade of Mr. G r i f f i t h ' s c a r e e r . 

With t h i s a c c e s s i o n t h e F i lm L i b r a r y now rounds o u t an a l m o s t com­

p l e t e r e c o r d of t h e work of t h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y man, from t h e day he 

f i r s t a p p e a r e d on t h e s c r e e n as an a c t o r i n Rescued from an E a g l e ' s 

Nest (1907) t h r o u g h t h e p e r i o d when he d e v e l o p e d and e x t e n d e d m o t i o n 

p i c t u r e t e c h n i q u e ( a s i n The New York Plat ( 1 9 1 2 ) , g i v e n t o t h e Fi lm 

L i b r a r y by Miss Mary Pickibrd i n 1935) t o t h e making of h i s e p i c B i r t h 

of a N a t i o n (1915) and the l a t e r f i l m s now a c q u i r e d . 

A. Conger G o o d y e a r , P r e s i d e n t of t h e Museum of Modern A r t , has 

made t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t i n r e g a r d t o the Academy award and t h e 

G r i f f i t h a c q u i s i t i o n : "Three y e a r s ago t h e Museum r e c e i v e d a g r a n t 

from t h e R o c k e f e l l e r F o u n d a t i o n t o o r g a n i z e t h e m o t i o n p i c t u r e d e p a r t ­

ment p l a n n e d when t h e Museum i t s e l f was founded i n 1929. I n May, 1935, 

the Museum of Modern A r t F i lm L i b r a r y was e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h John Hay 

v /h i tney as P r e s i d e n t , J o h n E . A b b o t t as D i r e c t o r , and I r i s B a r r y as 
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Curator. It is very gratifying to the parent organization to have the 

success of the Film Library recognized by a Special Award from the 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, the highest honor in 

Hollywood - and, I believe, the first time such an Award has been made 

to any institution outside the film industry itself. It is also a 

matter of the greatest satisfaction to receive a gift of such permanent 

value from David Wark Griffith, whose genius contributed so much towards 

developing the motion picture and giving it the leading position it 

occupies in the world today.w 

# # # 


