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The idea thas foreisn influence on our erchitscture and furniture ~t
constltutes a sericus "Threat to the Next Amorica" through some sinise- M
ter dietatorship of taste seems to me prepostercus., No one neods teo I
1ive in an "International Style"™ glass house if hs or sho doesn't want W
to, Some people do. As a guest, I've livod in tho most famous of 1
them, the ono at New Cgnsan, Connscticut. I can testify to ths followe it
inz facts. Tho glass houseo 18 no threat to privacy: all you have to do i
{s to draw the curtalna. Thore 13 no threat to the consumption and
storage of consumer goods which so alarma Iiss Gordon: I faund more
closot space in the [ew Canaan house than any house I know designed to
acconmodate one or two people. Thero is plenty of kitchen equipusnt i
anc storage space, too - and all in & "living lkitchen" whiech Jouse *
Beautiful so much adwires. oo

Tho charge that the architeotsa of tha International Style or
formorly of tho Bauhaus or deo Stifl, are todar dasigning with the
primary goal of paking thelr "furnlturo and bulldings look like a
Mondrian paintinz® ls equally laughable. The five {llustrations which
presumably illustrate this assertlon all date from bafors 1925 (pages
2L0-2li1)e Tho two large illustrations of International Style houses
both dato from about 1930, but Miss Gordon falls to point out to her
readers that already thoy domonatrate the roaction agalinst cublat
influence and toward classical regularity and symmsiry wnich set in
about that tima, SR g
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- In this connection 1t is amaging to study the house by John Yeon
reproduced on the very cover of ilouse Baosutiful. Thore we see the
glass walls firgt developod by the International Style (affording
privacy at will by mocans of curtains Just as In ths case of tho jHes
van der Kohe house of 1930 used to illustrate Miss Gordont's tirade).
Ané there are the chalrs wihlch clossly resomble Bauhaus and Le Corbusier
prototypes. Yeon's interiors, it is true, aro enriched by antique
Chinose (forelignl) and Buropean (foreiznl) furniture and rugs, but
Mlests are enrichsd by handsone walls of warmecolorad merble and
racagsar wood with plgakineand-mstal chalirs of his owvn design,

Ironically, the founder of the Bauhaus, Walter Gropius, and his
successor Mles van der Rohs, cama here {rom Geyrmany not for raclal or
political roasons but because Hitler's chasuvinistic tyranny put an
end to their professional carcers. Hitler denounced thoir work boe
cause 1t waa moderan, flat-rcofed, intornational, un-German, and ine ; |
volvad (he ahriekods with a sonspliracy to undermine the geod old i
Gsrman way of Llife. Soviet suthorities have followed suit.

Thig is still a freo country. Somo people prefer a comletoly
eccommodating architect whose chlef goals aro comfort and Coxfitliche
kelts theoy are froeo to hire him., Others prefer an archlitect who will
provide surroundings of a groater elegance of form or consistency of
8tyle. If they hire him they may have to make some concessions.




