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For r e l e a s e * 

MODERN STYLE IN SCHOOL ARCHITECTURE ATTRACTS EDUCATORS. 

Pour examples of t h e modern s t y l e i n a r c h i t e c t u r e for s-chool 

b u i l d i n g s , s t r e s s i n g freedom of p l ann ing and an abundance of 

windows, a r e a t t r a c t i n g t h e a t t e n t i o n of e d u c a t o r s v i s i t i n g 

the A r c h i t e c t u r a l E x h i b i t i o n o rgan ized by the Museum of 

Modern A r t , New York C i ty and now on T#Lew a t 

Two of t h e school p l a n s shown a re 

des igned for American communit ies . 

One of t h e two American schools has been completed, the 

Hess ian H i l l s School a t Croton-on-Hudson, des igned by Howe 

& Lescase , a r c h i t e c t s of New York and P h i l a d e l p h i a . The o the r 

school des igned by an American a r c h i t e c t i s a p r o j e c t fo r a 

"Ring P lan" s choo l , the work of Richard Neutra of Los Ange les . 

The schoo l s i n the e x h i b i t i o n des igned by f o r e i g n a r c h i t e c t s 

i nc lude a model of the famous Bauhaus a t Dressau , Germany, 

the work of Gropius one of t h e l e a d i n g German a r c h i t e c t s i n 

the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t y l e ; and the F r i e d r i c h Eber t School , 

F rankfor t -on-Main , des igned by Ernes t May and a s s o c i a t e s . 

P u b l i c school t e a c h e r s who have a t t e n d e d conferences a t 

the Museum d u r i n g the p a s t f o r t n i g h t have shown s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t 

in the new type of school b u i l d i n g s in the e x h i b i t i o n , as 

has Dean A. R. Rossange of the Department of A r c h i t e c t u r e of 

New York U n i v e r s i t y . Groups of s t u d e n t s from Columbia Univ

e r s i t y and New York U n i v e r s i t y a l so have shown a p p r e c i a t i o n 

of the models f o r school b u i l d i n g s . 

"Freedom of p^-an i s the p r i n c i p l e advantage in the modern 

s t y l e i n school a r c h i t e c t u r e , " aays P h i l i p Johnson, D i r ec to r 

of the e x h i b i t i o n . "In the o l d e r type of school a r c h i t e c t u r e , 
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Georgian, for example, the arrangement of the rootnj neco r ,bsr-

i l y had to follow the plan of the outside of the building,, 

and windows had to "be placed in de f in i t e r e l a t i o n to the ex-

t o r i o r design* 

"In the modern s t y l e , the windows can be arranged as des i red , 

often across the e n t i r e side of the bu i ld ing . The necessary 

large rooms, such as the auditorium or gymnasium, can be 

placed where most convenient, sometimes in a separate wing 

without i n t e r f e r i ng in any way with tbe harmony of the design 

as a whole. 

"The chance to provide plenty of sunlight and f resh a i r , 

so e s sen t i a l in any school, makes the modern s ty le of specia l 

meri t in t h i s type of bu i ld ing . There are many other advan

tages , such as the use of f l a t roofs for r ec r ea t i on , and the 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s of classrooms opening on to t e r r a c e s . " 

An example of classrooms, each with i t s own door opening 

onto the outer t a r r a c e so t h a t , when des i red , c lasses may bo 

held out-of-doors , as found in the Hessian Hi l l s School, 

The classrooms facer south, with windows across the e n t i r e side 

of the bu i ld ing . "The s impl ic i ty of design and the frankness 

of construct ion of the bui ld ing" i s commented upon in the 

e x h i b i t i o n ' s catalogue by Professor Henry-Russell Hi tchcock ,J r . , 

of Wesleyan Univers i ty . 

The projec t for the "Ring Plan" School i s a design for a 

se r i e s of schools to be located outside the r e s i d e n t i a l area 

of an ideal c i t y , "Rush City Reformed." The pupi ls would be 

del ivered to the school in buses . The bui ldings would be 

constructed of s tandardized, shop-fabricated p a r t s , t h i s 

g rea t ly reducing the cost per u n i t . Each classroom i s en

t i r e l y separato , and yet t h e arrangement in the ring-form 



provides the needed c e n t r a l i z a t i o n , The classrooms Open 

on indiv idual t e r r a c e s . There i s an open-air swimming pool , 

and bui ld ings for manual t r a i n i n g and domestic science* 

A more compact arrangement, su i tab le for construct ion in 

a c i t y , i s the completed Fr iedr ich Ebert School, Frankfort-

on-Main. In t h i s school the classrooms are arranged in 

set-back t i e r s , and a l l face south. Each open to the sun

l i g h t , but she l te red by surrounding walls so tha t enough 

privacy i s assured for classroom-use» 

The Bauhaus a t Dessau i l l u s t r a t e s the modern method of 

designing un i t s of school bui ldings for the purposes they are 

to serve . The Bauhaus i s made of three u n i t s , the classrcorns 

and adminis t ra t ive building* The workshops, and a separate 

wing for l i v i n g quarters* Each i s planned as an individual 

u n i t , the workshops with an abundance of l i g h t , the admin

i s t r a t i v e off ices and auditorium near the en t race , the l i v i n g 

quar ters in a detachod wing* 


