THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

128\51545—1553 AERRRT, MEW YQRE 18, N. ¥ FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TILEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-9900

MUSEUM OF MODERN aRT SHOWS RECENT ACQUISITIONS IN EUROREAN »ND
AUERICAN RAINTING, SCULPTURE, DRAWING: AND THEATRE QESIGN

An exhibition of painting, sculpture, drawing end thectre decign

by americen end European artists, recently aoquired by the Museum of
Modern Art, 11 Vest 53 Street, opens to the public today, Wednesdey,
Jenuary 14, in the first floor galleries of the Museum, It will be
on view through March 21, 4ll but threce of the works have been

- accessloned during 1947 end have been acoulred through exchange or
purchase, or as gifts from friends of the Muscum,

_ Among the artists represented sre Berman, Braque, Derain, Fried-
man, Gabo, Grls, Grosz, Lachelse, Baziotes, Otto Dix, Moholy-Nagy,
Henry Moore, Nadelman, Soutine, Stamos, Tobey, Laurens, Lipchitz,
end others,

The acqulisitions are arranged by groups roughly according to
medium or school. The mein divisions are: american peinters, most of
them of the younger gere ration, whose work is characterized in gecnerel
by poetic symbolism end spontaneous freedom of form; cublst and
abstract art; drawings; theatre designs; peinting end sculpture of a
more traditionel charscter,

Donors of acquisitions include Bernerd Davis, Mr, end Mrs. Jan de
Graff, aAugust Hannibell, Jr,, Rene d'Harnoncourt, Lincoln Kirstein,
Vr, end Mrs, Bam A, Lewisohn, Mrs. Elie Nadelmen, Mr. end Mrs, Roy
R, Neuberger, Edward W, Root, Mr. end Mrs, Jamcs Thrall Soby, Curt '
Velentin, Dr. Nethaniel 8, Wollf, Herry Zolotow, the Griffis Tuunﬂaidjﬂr"'
and the Advisory Committee of the Museum, , A ,12!E3§§}§F%\(

The exhibition has been arranged by alfred H. Barr, Jr,, fo@ééE;:ﬂRT

Raeceived:

of the Museum Collections, assistcd by Dorothy C., Miller, Cura
the Collections, Mr, Barr comments on the new acquisitions as follows?

"Although sdded to the Museum Collection without any dellberate
Intention to concentrate on a particuler movement, the works sihiown
in the first_gallery teken together, seem to indicete a broad
dircetion in american painting which hes been geining headwsy over
the past few years. Perhaps 1t is Just as well thet, so far, no
neat descriptive term hes been devised to label this tendency
which 1s too veried to be called a school,

"The painters represented here very in ege from thelr early twentics
to their ecrly fortics. Thelr immedirte forbears se¢om to be tlheir
fellow countrymen, Dove and Tobey and the Europeans, Kendinsky, Klee,
end Miro, Theilr work suggcets & very wide range of refercnce:
science, perticularly morphologicel cross-sections, geological or
organlc; primitive plctogrephs; or the vegue but suggcstive " =~ nf




.~

clouds, blots, complex explosions, tengled roots or threeds,

"Tecehnically meny of them seem to work with e high degrece of
spontencity, even sutomatism, end some dependence on accldent,
a fow are more deliberate. Most of them are concerned not only
with frecdom of form end technique but also with freedom of
sympol-=gymbol which 1s poetic e&nd evoecative but enigmetic,
suggesting a verled renge of curiosity, visuzl humor or feer.

"This group is continued into the second gellery with pictures by
Stamos and three older peinters, Tchelitchew, Tobey end Friedman
(who dled betwecn the time the Museum acoulred his peinting and
the present exhibition,)

"also in this gal’ery are four cheracteristic cubist works a
drawing by Cr1s 'and a classic collzge by Braque, both of exception L
quality; o torre cotta by Leurens and a lead figure by Lipchitz

from the heyany of cubist seulpture. These are accompaniod by two
small sculpitures by Henry Moore, bought out of his rccent one-man
show in the Musecum,

"around the corner in the third gellery are three ebstract works by
Moholy-Nagy funtil his rccelt dosth head of the Szhool of Design,
Chicego), van Doesburg of the Dutch Stijl group ¢f thirty years
ago, end a construction in trenspn rent pleetic by Naum Gabo, who
with his brother Pevsner is shortly to have a rctrospective in the
Muscum,

"Opposlte the Gebo ere five drawings of which the most important 1is
a bltter cerly satlre by George Grosz flanked on an adjacent wall

by Otto Dixis coually svage wetercolor of the same uahcppy pcriod’
end country. Nearby is a 'primitive! composition by Harry Zolotow,
e retired menufecturcr, who suggests in this olcborcte fentasie the
tiles and textilea of his native Ukreine. 4 series of the designs
for ballets range from femous settings by Gontcharova ond Bakst for
the pre-1914 Dieghilev company to the more rccent work of Béraxd,
Lurgat and Masson,

"The last gallery presents a characteristic Soutine a key end a
sober landscape by Derain deting from thc early 19207 s, the time
vhen the painter had reached the helght of his influcnce s a leader
of clesslic reaction against the experimental license of the previous
two decades. The romentic mood of Eugene Bermen-s ruined portals
tcwering against an Itelien sunset is parclleled by Lux Feiningerls
eerle Americen ruin picture, Ghosts of Engines. Thec show concludes
with two smell bronze bulls modeled with en elegant wiry intensity

?g ghe late Elie Nadclman, the Americen sculptor, vwho dled in
4
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3201VTES, Williame American, oorn 19ll.

e

l. Dwarf., 1947, O0il on canvas, 42 x 35 1/3", Purchase Fund, 229.47.
Note: En§~35§£§ wa3 acquired oy the liuseum in October 1247, 1In
liovember, the artist won the Valter l{. Campana Memorial Prize of
$1000 (the highest money awara) at the 38§h Annual Exnioition of

americen Painting and Sculoture, The Art Institute of Chicago.

azenes  American, born Bussia 1399, Torked in Paris. In U,S.4,
~

The Zates of the City, Nightfall, 1937, 0il on canvas, 3C 1/8 x 40",

3ift of lMre. and Mrs, James Tarall Scby. 224.47.

CULVELL, 3er, American, born 19013,
ilen Fi.mting ant “tars in the 3olomons, (1942,) TWatercolor and zouache,
3 x 8", Purcrase Fund., D.<7,
Death by Burninz. (c. 1942, atercolor & a zouscae, 12 1/8 x 9 3/8",
Purchnase Fund. .47,
dote: Culwell served in the Navy 19il-43; three years' conbat duty,

Pacific tneatre.

- —a- : ’ - o
DEXaill, Andre, ZFrench, torn 183C,

5 Firt of Mr, and

= i \ ~ 7 2 1/
5. Three Trees. (1924,) Cil on canvas, 33 x 32 1/

San ae Lewisoirn. 302,<7.

DiX, Otto. German, oorn 13°1,

3, Two Yeads., 1921, Watercolor and vencil, 20 x 13 1/3", Purchase Fund.

R A ’ . o . . § i .
van DOESBURG, Theo, Dutch, 1383-1931, (In collaboration with Carnelis

van BEesterern,)

\

or a Private Youse), (1922,) 3ouache,

)

7. Color Construction (Project f
224 x 223", Bdzar Koufmann, Jr, Fand. 14°.47. Architecture Collection,
A design embodying the esthetics of de Stijl, a grous active first
in tne Yetherlanas then, later, throuznout Burove from 1217 to about 1230,
Mondrian, tne vainter, ana J, J. P. Oudq, the architect, were alsd imnortant

me nders,

DOZaTI, Barico, american, born Italy 1909, Worked in France,

8y 3t, Blmo's Fire. 1944, O0il on canvas, 33% x 284" Given anonymously., 129,47
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fEININGER, Theodore Lux. American, born Germany 1910,
4, Ghosts of Engines., 1943, O0il on canvas, 20 1/8 x 24",

Gift of the Griffis Foundation, 309447

FRIEDMAN, Arnold., American, 1879-1946,
10, Sawtooth Falls, (1945.) 0il on canvas, 33 17_8 x 29 7/8". Purchase

and gift of Dr. Nathaniel S. Wollf (by exchange). 119.45.

0TILIEB, Adolphe American, born 1903,
1l. Voyager's Return, 1943, Oil on canvas, 37 7/8 x 29 7/8",

Gift of Mr, and Mrs. Roy R. Neuberger, 175.46,

HILLSMITH, Fannie, American, oorn 1911,
12, Liquor Store Window, 1945, 0il tempera and sand on

canvas, 32 x 34 1/8", Purchase Fund., 3(7.47.

KUPFERMAN, Lawrence. American, born 1909,

13, Low Tide Secascapes 1947. Gouache, 23 1/4 x 29",. Purchase Fund, 308.47.

’
ARTINEZ PEDRO, Luis, OCuban, born 1910.
l4, At the Beach of Jibacoas 1943, Watercolor and gouache on cardboard,

124 x 9 3/8", Inter-American Fund., 14.47.

SELIGER, Charlese &merican, born 1926,
15« Natural History: Form within Rock, 1945, O0il on canvas,

25 x 30", Gift of August Hanniball, Jr. 139,47,

SOUTINE, Chaim, Ljithuanian, 1894-1943, Worked in France,
18. Turkey., (1923,) O0il on canvas, 33 x 284", Gift of

Bernard Davis (by exchange), 25447, %

3TAlOS, Theodoros, American, born 1922, ‘* t !RR;&RY ¢ |

17, Sounds in the Rock. 1946, 0il on commosition board, ISEUM |
o DERN ARTS

48 1/8 x 28 3/8", Gift of Edward W. Root. 27.47. =

cceived:

{

ICHELITCHEW, Pevel, 4merican, born Russia 1898, Worked in Berlin, Paris
and England, In U.S.4, since 1934,
18, Head of Autumn, Study for Hide-and-Seek. 1941, 'atercolor and

gouache, 13 x 14 7/8", Gift of Lincoln Kirstein., 28.47,

1032Y, Mark. American, born 1890,
19. Remote Field. 1944, Tempera, pencil and crayon on cardboard,

28 1/8 x 30", Gift of Mr, and Mrs. Jan de Graaff. 143.47,
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70LOTOW, Harry. American, born Russia 1888. In U.S.A., since c. 1909,

20,

Painting. (1948,) Oil on canvas, 54% x 40", Gift of the artist, 82.47.
Note: Asked about this painting, quotow said: "I always enjoy putting
circles on circles,. triangles on tr;angles, one inside the other, I like
oriental colors, I get my conceptions of many colors from watching the

clothes and costume Jjewelry which women wear, AlsOe....l get my inspira-

tion by just sitting and mixing colors.”

Drawings and Collage

BRAJQE, Georges. French, born 1881,

2l.

DIA30,

234

Guitar. (1913-14.) Oil on canvas with pasted paper, pencil and chalk,

39 1/4 x 25 5/8", Acquired through the Lillie P, Bliss Bequest, 304.47

Cax rado. American, born Italy 1910,
Early History of Man, 10. 1946, Pen and ink,

12 1/8 x 9", .Gift of Lincoln Kirstein, 112,47,

Roberto. . Cuban, born 1920,

Head, 1943, Pen and ink, 11 5/8 x 8 1/4", Inter-American Fund. 233.47.

GRIS, Juan. Spanish, 1887-1927, Worked in Paris.

24,

Fruit Dish and Bottle. 1917, Conté'crayon, 18 5/8 x 12 1/8".

Acquired through the Lillie P. Bliss Bequest, 305,47,

GROSZ, George. dAmerican, born Germany 1893,

25,

Fit for Active Service. (1918,) Pen and brush and india ink,

14 5/8 x 13 3/8", Purchase Fund. 234.47,

Note: Grosz satirizes the procedure of the German ermy which,

desperate for lack of manpower in the last year of World War I,

sent the sick and wounded back into the trenches.

LACHAISE, Gaston. American, born France 1882, Died 1935,

26,

Woman, Head and Shoulders. (c. 1931,) Pencil, 19 x 12 1/4".

Gift of Lincoln Kirstein. 12.47.

RAuIREZ, Bverardo.. Mexican, born c. 1918,

27,

Head of a Girl, (1930.) Pencil, 8 3/4 x 9 1/4",

Gift of René d'Harnoncourt. 138,47

Note:. The whereabouts of the artist who made this drawing at

the age of 12 is now unknown,




&2gpture and Cornstructions

@480, liaum, Russian, born 1890, Worked in Germany, Paris and England.
In Uoso**- 1947,
28. Sviral Themes (1941.) Construction in plastic, 7 1/2" high x 24" square.

Gift of the advisory Committees 7447

LAURENS, Henrie. French, born 1885,

29. Guitor, (1920.) Terra cotta, 14 1/4" high, Gift of Curt Valentin, 303,47,

LIPCHITZ, Jacquese. JFrench, born Lithusnia 189ls In U.S.As since 1941,

30e. OJeated Pierrots 1921, Lezd, 13 5/8" high, A. Conger Goodyear Funde 236,47,

MOHOLY-NA3Y, Lsadislesus. -Aamerican born Hungary 18953 Chicago, 1937; died 1%46,
3l. Space Modulator L3, (1936,) Perforated zinc over painting on composition

board, with glass-headed pins, 17 x 19", Purchase Fund. 223,47,

MOORXE, Heary. English, born 1898,
32, The Bride. (1940.) Oast lead and copper wire, 9 3/8" high,
Acquired theough the Lillie P. Bliss Bequest., 15,47,
33. Family Grouo. (1945,) Bronze, 9 3/8" high., 4cquired through the

Lillie P, Bliss Bequest. 15.47.

JxDZLMAN, Elie, 4merican, born Poland, 1882; Paris, 1903; New York, 1913; died 1946

34, Standing Bull. (1915.) Bronze, 11 1/4" long.

Gift of Mrs, Elie Nadelman. 225.47.

35, Wounded Bull. (1915,) Bronze, 11 1/2" long.

Gift of Mrs, Elie Naodelman., 226,47,

Ballet Designs
BAKST, Léon, Russian, 1858-1924, Worked in Paris,
‘36es Thamszr: design for scenery for the ballet produced by the Ballets Russes,
Paris, 1912, Gouache, 9% x 9 7/8", Gift of Lincoln Kirstein, 269,47,

Dance and Theatre Collection,

3ZRARD, Christian, French, born 1902,
37, Symphonie Fantastiquet design for scenery for the ballet produced by the
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, London, 1936, Gouache, 1l 1/8 x 183", Gift

of Lincoln Kirstein., 270,47.3., Dance and Theatre Collection,
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GONTCHAROVA, Nathalies Russian, born 1881, Lives in Paris.

38.

Le Coq d4'Or: design for scenery for the ballet produced by the Ballets
Russes, Paris, 1914, Gouache, 18 3/8 x 243", Acquired through the Lillie

P, Bliss Bequests 305,47. Dance and Theatre Collectione

Jaen, French, born 1892,

Jardin Publique: 2 designs for castumes for the ballet produced by the
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, Paris, 1935, Gouache, 19 1/8 x 12 7/8"%;

22 3/4 x 15 3/8", Gift of Lincoln Kirstein. 276,47.1-.2. Dance and

Theatre Collection,

André, JFrench, born 1895, In U,S.A. 1941-45,

Les Présages: design for curtain for the ballet mroduced by the Ballet

Russe de Monte Carlo, Monte Carlo, 1933. Crayon and gouache, 18 3/4 x 23",

Gift of Lincoln Kirstein. 271l.47.l. Dance and Theatre Collection,




