
know this! Maillol originally designed 
this sculpture to represent war and violence. 
Later, he named it The River, changing its  
meaning. How does the figure relate to the  
idea of war and violence? How does it express 
the idea of a river?

find The River, by Aristide Maillol, in The Abby Aldrich 
Rockefeller Sculpture Garden.

walk around this sculpture 
to see it from different angles. 
Describe the figure’s pose to 
your friend or family member. 
What do you think she is doing? 
What might she be feeling?
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choose words you would use to  
describe The River.

Add your own:

rolling
stillfalling

twisting

moving

bending

A concrete poem is arranged in a shape 
that is related to the poem’s subject.

share your poem with your friend or family member. Does your poem 
express your ideas about the sculpture?

write a concrete poem about The River. 
Arrange the words into a shape that you think 
represents the sculpture.
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