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About Force Life

For the inaugural commission in The Marie-Josée and Henry
Kravis Studio, artist Shahryar Nashat presents the installation
Force Life. The other commission is Shelf Life by choreographer
Adam Linder. The exhibitions alternate hourly throughout the
day, so that only one is on view at a given time.

Nashat’s Force Life is on view daily at 10:30 a.m., 12:30, 2:30,
and 4:30 p.m., and on Fridays 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 2:00,
4:00, 6:00, and 8:00 p.m.

Shahryar Nashat is interested in how technological
innovations can serve as prostheses that extend the abilities
and functions of the human form. Pondering the question
“when is the body most alive,” he is equally invested in how
technology can alienate humans from themselves and from
one another. His work lives in the uneasy balance between
these competing aspects of technology, a force that both
enhances and fragments human life.

Nashat’s exhibition Force Life consists of three sculptures
and a video set within an immersive light environment
designed by the artist. Each of these works corresponds to
an idea in a tripartite system: a video titled Blood (what is
authority); a horizontal sculpture titled Barre (when will you
get rid of my body); and two marble sculptures titled Brain
(you no longer have to simulate) and Brain (are you nervous

in this system). Each element is a stand-in for ways in which
art is experienced: a physical experience, felt with the body;
a visual experience, seen by the eyes; and an intellectual
experience, perceived by the mind. Deploying elements of
the central nervous system across three distinct artworks,
Nashat mimics the fragmentation of consciousness
experienced through contemporary technologies. A prone
body is the centerpiece of the video, a form subjected to
relentless mechanical scanning by the camera, which zooms
in and out, panning over the body as if carrying out an
inventory of its component parts. Animals captured on CCTV
also create a silent, menacing presence; as they interact with
the camera, the lens becomes both mirror and counterpart.

Accompanying these works is an immersive lighting environment
that changes throughout the course of the exhibition and in
relation to the natural shift in light filtered through the windows
in the Kravis Studio. The light surrounds and unifies the
artworks, connecting the dispersed objects of Nashat's system
into a single body.

By presenting two distinct exhibitions that occupy the same
space, Linder and Nashat raise questions about where art
happens and how it is communicated.

Bio

List of Works

Shahryar Nashat (1975) is a Swiss artist. His work has been
presented at Statens Museum for Kunst Copenhagen (2019);
Swiss Institute, New York (2019); Kunsthalle Basel, Switzerland
(2018); Portikus, Frankfurt (2016); Schinkel Pavillon, Berlin
(2016); Carpenter Center for Visual Arts at Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA (2015); Palais de Tokyo, Paris (2015); and 356
Mission, Los Angeles, CA (2015), among other venues. Nashat’s
work has been included in the Venice Biennale (2011, 2005),
8th Berlin Biennale (2014), 20th Sydney Biennale (2016),
Montreal Biennial (2016), and the Hammer Biennial (2016).

Brain (you no longer have to simulate). 2020.
Marble, 22 %4 x 27 x 55 45" (58 x 68.6 x 140 cm)

Brain (are you nervous in this system). 2020.
Marble, 22 % x 25 %2 x 55 18” (57.5 x 64.7 x 140 cm)

Barre (when will you get rid of my body). 2020. Synthetic
polymer, fiberglass, 26 %4 x 78 %4 x 15” (68 x 200 x 38 cm)

Blood (what is authority). 2020. HD video, color/sound,
14:15 min.



Shahryar Nashat: Force Life is
commissioned by The Museum of
Modern Art, New York.

Organized at MOMA by Stuart
Comer, The Lonti Ebers Chief
Curator of Media and Performance,
and Ana Janevski, Curator, with
Giampaolo Bianconi, Curatorial
Assistant, Department of Media and
Performance Art.

| Hyundai Card |

The exhibition is presented as part of
The Hyundai Card Performance Series.

Additional support is provided by the
Harkness Foundation for Dance.

Cover image: © 2020 Shahryar Nashat,
Photo: Will Davidson; Above: Still from
Blood (what is authority). 2020. HD
video, color/sound, 14:15 min.

Blood is produced by Joni Sighvatsson
and Natalie Hill, with the assistance of
Alexandre Khondji, music and sound by
Steffen Martin, and camera by Jeanne
Vienne. Thanks to Caspian Larkins
and Jess Gadani. The artist wishes

to thank Josef Dalle Nogare - Dalle
Nogare Graniti e Marmi and Basil Katz -
Cinnabar California for their generous
support. Special thanks to Riley O'Neill
and Cooper Jacoby. All works courtesy
of David Kordansky Gallery, Los
Angeles, and Rodeo, London/Athens

*‘99UB(Q JO |00Y9S SHY[eD 8y} JO
11oddns Aouapisal puiy ay3 yym apew
SEM }JOM SIU] "WJeH }9940 uow|es pue
Jegeuul) je zjey| |1seg 0} NoA yuey |
's8]98uy SO ‘UBWJOH YeuueH 0} NoA
Muey [e1oads Ausp “(4eonpoud jueisisse)
ddeuase|n uoa euuy ‘(480npoud)
J2Uyonq.apalN BaJpuy :0Ipnis Japul
wepy ‘ulMep uayels oIsnjy ‘auoog
YeUUBH :JUe)SISSY awn}so “swel|[im
Apues ‘dwels axoo0.4g ‘uuewilld

a13uy “Jeye AoxdIp ‘Apauuay 4
ulIsSne ‘zey| yea :00uLWI0449d
Japul wepy Aq si )17 4jays

(020T) 8417 4/3YS WOy 8WNISO0 €
40 [1£13Q :2A0qY ‘UOSPIAE( [IIM :010Ud
“Jopul] Wepy 0Z0Z ® :98ew| JoA0)

*20ue( 10} UOIEPUNO4 SSaUNIeH
ay1 Aq papinoad si 1ioddns jeuonippy

*S91I9S 9OUBWLIOYIDd pJeD [epunAH ay |
40 Hed se pajuasaid si uoniqiyxa ayL

| pipJippunhy |

*10]BUIPJ00Y SIUBLIIO0LIS JUB)SISSY
‘uosuag Auurn yyum “4sanpoad
20UBW.I0419d ‘Dulejl0n) a1zz17 Aq
paonpoud pue ‘1y aduew.lo)iad
pue eipaj\ Jo Juswiiedaq ‘yuelsissy
|el103e4n) ‘luodueig ojoedwers
Yum “ojeand ‘pisasuer euy pue
‘aouew.o)iad pue eIpaj Jo J0}ein)
Ja1y9 sleq3 nuo 8yl swon
Henls Aq VIO e paziuesiQ

"}I0OA MON ‘MY UIBPON
JO WNasny ay L Aq pauoiIssIuwod
S18417419YS :48pul] wepy



'S'1°Y°V'd 1k 81942 ululed} 8y} JoO J01eUIPI00D

-00 B 0S|e S| 8H '900¢ 92UIS SeS0Y Auedwo9 S, 19)oeWSIa9)|
9p BS8J9] BuUUY JO Jaquiaw e usag sey swel(|Ipm ‘AeH yesogaq
pue ‘zza807 ‘aumolg-sulz SoJpuy Yiim a1eioge||0d 01 pue
S}JOM UMO S| 8318840 0} UO JUdM 8Y ‘©|0AD "S™1'Y"V'd 18414 U3
une|dwod Jayy "(‘S'L'Y V'd) SOIpNiS Sululel] pue yoieasay
SV Sulwi0}iad pusalie 01 ZOOZ Ul s|jassnag 01 8uiledo|ad
910490 A}ISI9AIUN eIPI0DUOD pue Asedle) Jo AJIsJaAlun 8y}
papualie ‘epeue) ‘Aiedjed wodj Ajjeuidiio ‘swelm Apues

‘2UJNOq oI Ul SUY
a3 40 889]|0D UBLIOIDIA 31 18 QUd 48y Supjeriapun AjJuaind s
dwe)s "adeus-ayion eyiedy 1siie ueljedisny ayi yum Ajiendau
pajeloqe||0d sey pue ‘eaise] As||ays pue ‘uoljiH e20agoy
‘IgesseH el ‘zadla1iny [anSIN Uepul] wepy Ag SHIom
pawojiad sey dwels "geT19||eg swepy dijjiyd Auedwod aduep
|eruswiiadxa paseq-auinog|aN Yiim ¥4om Jo Apog oijijoid

e SOpN|oUl pue ‘sapedap oM] sueds J9aJed JoH J0}ednpa

pue “Jaydes30s40yd Usouep ueljesisny ue s dueys ayoodg

'SJay1o Auew Zuowe ‘zajezuor) Ueyjeuof pue ‘uieaH
QUIWSE ‘UOSUO Jajluuar 4ouuo), 849 ‘uowa ydiey Aq
SYJ0M Ul paouep sey ays ‘Auedwo) ouoziyon euuoq pue
‘e1S00Y alueydsals ‘4agJads euuy ‘suoljonpoidiseaq/Aiows
uuAAep Yapul] wepy yim Suilesoqe|jod Ajjuatind si uewiild
"Jamod pue ‘Alljigesauna ‘Aiisaoue ‘sjenyiiids ‘aaids ‘opydeds
‘an0043 ‘pe|leq y3noayl seaow Apoq syl moy sajediisanul
340M JaH "Jojeonpa pue ‘“4aydes3oaloyod ‘1sijie aouep
Suluuim-pJaemy aissag paseq %J0A MaN e S| uewijild aisuy

‘aleuualg a21UaA Y1/G ayl pue T eluawnooq
1e Sk ||oM Se ‘UJapOo\ 81e] pue ‘Jjoyuyeg JadinquieH ‘|jesegq
3l|_yISUNY ‘1Y UBDLIBWY JO WNaSN|A ABUIIYM ‘WNasn
wiayuad3ny "y uowo|os ayjl Suipnjoul ‘pl40M a8yl punoJe
SaNUaA Ul Ajjeuolssajold paydom sey Jeyelp ‘ZTOZ Ul 889]10D
Jesse/\ wWoJy Suijenpels aouls "IgesseH elie|p pue joyw|

auuy YliM palelode||0d sey Aj3uadaJ 1SOW pue ‘S1xa1uod

1B |BNSIA UIY1IM s@ouewIo)iad 818840 1eY] S1SILe YlM
Ajewiad syJom aH “uljdag Ul SaAI OYM ‘UISUOISIM ‘@ Nem|iA
wouJj Ajjeuidiio Yswaogiad pue daouep e si Jeye AS)IIN

"8ues] N pue ‘einyaAulT uisned ‘seyoesad 4spul] wepy ‘meys
Awalar ‘simaT eidiq ‘led8yas oul] ‘|84 Y4eA ‘SemMoH eww]
uipnjoul ‘sisijie Auew Jo) pue yum paw.ojiad sey Apauuay
‘eJod0 UOI}014 80UBIDS pue 8duUep 8oueJ} INoge sdoysyIom
pea| pue ‘uiliag | ZH 1e Aydeadoaioyo pue Ayisianiun
ueAd|Sa/\\ 1B SBIPNIS J1UY1d pue aduep palpnis Aay] “spue|s|
UIBJIA ‘X104D "1S WOJJ ISIHe aouep e s| Apauudy "4 unsnp

‘diysJejoyos gameoueq 10z e Jo 1uaidioal ay) sem ays
‘uljJag Jadosieels pue ‘ulldag JodQ ayosinaq ‘Aysaoteiuey|
eAueg % Jose dI3e zI7 “niseleA 1.y ‘uouwiely eujeq
‘Apauuay "4 unisnr/meys AwaJar ‘1o141d eipuexaly ‘[esyss
oul] “apulT wepy yum Suipnjoul Ajjeuolieulalul paieloge|joo
pue pawJojiad sey ziey ‘600 Ul seydind ANNS Wody
2ouep Ul Y49 48y paAladal ays "uljiag Ul SYIOM pue SaAl| OYm
‘sj1esnyoesse|\ WoJy Ajjeul3iio ‘1si1ie aouep e s| zyey yeay

‘aouel4 ‘AoUBN Ul 8ulelI0T ap 18]|eg 40} YJom

a3ejs |euldlio ue ydea308J0yd |[IM 8Y ‘0Z0Z U] "So|a8uy SO
‘wnasn|y JewweH ayl Aq 80ud||90xa d11SI}Ie 40} 8Z14d UYO 8yl
papJeme sem aH ‘SinquieH ul |adeudwey pue uljdag ul Jajn
we [9qgaH sJa1eayl ayi 1e pajuasald usaq aAey SyJom agdels
SIH *(8T0C¢) |eSn1I0d ‘Wnasn|y saAjeltas pue ((810¢) A19|en
uopuoT Yinos ‘(LT0g) puelaz)ims ‘|aseq ajjeyisuny je aoe(d
uayel aAeY SOJ0S JUdaJ pue ‘SINoquiaxnT Wepniy 01 pajjeAel}
Yalym ‘3oIAY3S 11N 1epul wepy paiussaid ‘yJ ‘0dsiouel
ues ‘suy Adesodwaiuo) Jo) 831n3IIsU| SI1IeM Ul ‘QTOZ Ul “ulliag
pue sa|a3uy so7 ul Supjiom Jaydes3oaioyd e S| Japul]wepy

‘wd 00:/ PUe ‘00:G ‘00:€ ‘00:T & sAepli4 uo pue “wrd Og:g
pue ‘0g:T “We OE:TT 1€ Allep M3IA UO S| 817 4/ayS S,4opul]

‘pa1edIuUNWWO S 1 Moy pue suaddey
1Je 8Jaym 1noge suolisanb asied jeyseN pue Japul ‘eoeds
awes ay} Adn220 jey) suoniqiyxa 1oulsip omy Suijuasaid Ag

‘WwnNasnw e JO 1Xa1u0d 8y} UIY}Im pauliap aJe aduewJlolad Jo
aJnjeu |esoswaydas pue AJSONMIA 89U} MOy pue Apod S,48ouep
ay1 Aq papuadxa s824nosalJ [ealsAyd a1iul) 8yl 031 sepnjje

8417 4/9YS 81111 Y "S}98M BAl4 104 SIseq Ajlep e uo suoliisod
JUBJBIp 9S8U} 4O ||e y3noJyj S8|0AD siaouep XIS 8y} Jo yoeq
‘suolle|No|ed [euolled pue sas|nduwi [eoisAyd uo s198(484 Yyoiym
—sJaouep Jo Jied e Ag A|snoaue)nwis pawJiojiad—uielq ayl
pue :a0eds ay) ul AjgaJ) Suinow Jaduep puodss e Aq pawJojiad
SI yoiym ‘Apoq ays sjadoud eyl moj) poojq ayy ‘aaouep auo Aq
paw.ojiad S||I3S ,SI90UBP UO UOI108|48J SAIIRHPAW B S| YdIYym
‘suI8aq JUBWBAOW BJaYM ‘alieq 8y} :a0uep J0) WalSAS SNoAIBU
|eolioydelaw e 83ea.40 9say] "ulelq ay} pue ‘poojiq ayy ‘edieq
8y} :$1deou02 884y} UO paseq S| YJ0m 8y “UOIIgIYXa Ue J0 awi}
pue aoeds ay} Aq pauiejuod ag ued 84n3onJis olydes3o0aioyd
€ MOY UO S}99[48. pue 1xa1u09 |ed130j0esnw 8y} Jo Jed
Apealje sl 8ouep 1ey} Se3pa|Mouyde Japul] ‘0IpNiS SiAey|
SYINOIA 10} PBAISOUOD SI82URP XIS 104 YIOM B ‘9J17 J/aYS UHM

"INVYM 8y elado siy
ul syuawis|e AJeurdiosip usamiaq salydJelaly ayl SUIA|OSSIP JO
‘s901MJ8S 21ydelSoa40y) S9148S SIY Ul 8wl Jo poliad pajoesiuod

e JOAO 841y 104 92IAISS B Se aouep SUIAIBOUO0D ‘9ouelsul 10}
—S1X81U0D |BUOIIN]IISUI PUB |BD1J01SIY JO d3UeJ B UIY}IM Way)
uollisodad 03 $9|0J pue salllAlloe olydea30a10yo paysi|geisa
umop 3uyealq uo sndoy sy4om siy Jo Auepy “s3uipies Ais|jes pue
|eolI3BaY] SSOJ0E SYJoM oym Jaydes30a40yd e S| Japul] wepy

"‘aW|} UBAIS B 1B MBIA UO S| auo Ajuo jey} os ‘Aep ayj 1noysnoayy
aleuJalje suoliqIyxa ay] “yeysen Jeliyeys isine Aq o417
90404 S| UOISSILUWOD 830 8y "84I7 J/ays aouewnoliad ayy
sjuasaJd Japul wepy Jaydes3oa10yo ‘o1pnis siaesy AiusH
pue 99sor-alielA 8y Ul SUOISSIWWOD [edngneul sy} 404

soig

9JITHIvYS Inoqy



aJI74I19Ys
19pul] wepy



