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ARTIST’S CHOICE + VIK MUNIZ = R E B U S




THE ONLY REASON
FOR TIME IS SO THAT
EVERYTHING DOESN'T
HAPPEN AT ONCE.

—ALBERT EINSTEIN

PUBLIC PROGRAM

Vik Muniz on Artist’s Choice, Rebus
Wednesday, February 11, 6:30 p.m.
Theater 3 (The Celeste Bartos Theater)
4 West 54 Street (near Fifth Avenue)

Taking on the role of curator, Vik Muniz brought together eighty-two
works from MoMA's collection and organized them according to the
principle of a rebus—a puzzle in which unrelated visual and linguistic
elements create a larger deductive meaning. In this program, Muniz
discusses the exhibition and his own work.

Tickets ($10; members $8; students, seniors, and staff of other museums
$5) can be purchased at the lobby information desk, the film desk, or
online at www.moma.org/thinkmodern.

MoMA AUDIO

A MoMA Audio program featuring commentary by Vik Muniz is available
free of charge, courtesy of Bloomberg, on MoMA WiFi at www.moma.org/
wifi and as a podcast at www.moma.org/audio and on iTunes. The audio
program is available in English only. MoMA Audio is a collaboration
between The Museum of Modern Art and Acoustiguide, Inc.

FORD FAMILY ACTIVITY GUIDE

A Ford Family Activity Guide developed by Vik Muniz encourages kids
ages six and up to discover the connections among objects as they are
displayed in the exhibition and, using small reproductions, arrange them
to tell a story of their own. Pick up a Family Activity Guide at the education
and family desk on the second floor of the Museum (next to Cafe 2) or at
the information desk on the third floor.




THE HUMAN BRAIN RESPONDS DIRECTLY TO THE EYE’S INABILITY to process all the
visual elements of a scene simultaneously. As our eyes move from one point to
another, they create a continuous narrative that is perceived by the brain as a
seamless whole. | have often contended that human consciousness emerged from
the growing complexity of such optical narratives and our penchant for interacting
with the world through cause-and-effect models, graphs, and timelines. The
pleasure we derive from Rube Goldberg machines and rows of falling dominos is
an echo of one of our most primitive perceptual handicaps. Attention is what
enables us to capture a manageable vision of the world, by allowing us to ignore its
natural complexity.

Generally, a group exhibition is an assembly of works by different artists arranged
according to a chosen theme. However, just as mortar joins bricks together to make
a building, the space, both physical and temporal, between works in a gallery is as
Important a component of an exhibition as the art itself. As a viewer moves through
the sequential arrangement of an exhibition, the ideas and forms of each artwork
linger and have a cumulative effect. This installation is not bound by a unifying
theme, but instead invites the viewer to be conscious of the arrangement of works
and aware of the perceptual connections they provoke.

A rebus is a puzzle that combines unrelated visual and linguistic elements to create
a single narrative. Borrowing from the rebus’s simplified linear structure, | stripped
my own group of visual elements (the artworks) from their original taxonomies and
focused on forging intuitive connections based on form, color, scale, quantity,
function, and pattern. This exhibition encourages viewers to think about the
connections between each object and the next. Rebus is a cognitive, visual ride that
| hope will affect how visitors experience art here and in the rest of the Museum.

—Vik Muniz

The exhibition is organized by Vik Muniz with Eva Respini, Assistant Curator, Department of Photography.

Vik Muniz is the ninth artist to participate in the Artist’s Choice exhibition series, in which artists select and

install temporary exhibitions of works from the Museum’s collection.

The exhibition is made possible by Anne and Kenneth Griffin.

The Artist’s Choice exhibition series is made possible through The Agnes Gund Artist’s Choice Fund endowed by
lara Lee and George Gund lll, Lulie and Gordon Gund, Ann and Graham Gund, and Sarah and Geoffrey Gund.




07. Irving Penn (am

117 Fi

Foods, New Yark. 18

»

Museum of Modern Art, New Y

Gif

f the photographar

03. Bakelite Corporation,

wizs, borm

1 H = company design (LISA, est. 1870) . "
18521 David Weiss (Swies, — ! m Eriedman iamerican,
born 18462 The Way Things Go. 1587, S pie of Laminated Plivood 04. FaulOuterbndge DSIT?; &), Untitled. 1995, Plastic,
f TR ¢ Ly 0. 198/ arm 35} Al o Slic,
w"‘mf”‘;r : e}nal fxu;c i 1944, Mapla plywood an i b;rr-‘kb-;lb’r :j = R
B ilmn transterred 1o video, B S g » str, fuzz, Play-doh, wire, paint, an m
« 76 omb Wwim grint, 3 % b . i =
R Wi e Wiod, 3618 x 18" 81,4 457 x 457 26-Un_kll'lglwn dFes‘ljg;\fr -
New York, Purchass TR e Ry . The Musaum of Modern Art e e OGRS | R
ST Modern Art Yark, Gift of R sl Plastic hamburger, Bun, onlan rings, r[||—r|-|rl'|l‘el" 108
David H, M ' 015 plsits, A s siore Varia 44,8 omi). The Mussum of
Tha Muse £ b ~ Maodern Art, Mew York, Gift of
3 The Mussum of Madsrn Art, New
02. Sigmar Polke (Germar. born York. Greta Daniel Fund and Yaie Marvin Haiferman

. 1885, Ballpoint penon

Jlagals
paper, 11 %4 x 8 V" (39 8 21 om)
Tha bt af Maodern Art, New

York. Purchased with fu Iviar

by Barbara €

19. Ladislav Sutnar (Americar 20. Gotfried Kirl-t
Chrls‘ﬂansen Danis

18. Joel Sternfeld

(Amarican, bern 194

ow Czach Republic]

i) Buckingtom, tha Town Bullding

57 em). Manuf:
Corporation, H
of Modern A
the manufacturer

Mantifs

Denmark. The Musaum of

17. Gordon Matta-Clark
(Amarican, 1945-1878) Bronx Floors.

d and finoleum, 42 x

w Yok Gift of Farnily of Man Fund

New York. Gift of the m;

1067 % 110.2x 26.9 Jashua Nash
f Modarn Art,
3w York. Gift of Horaoe H. Solemon

am). The Musaurm

22. Alharto Glacometn

39. Eadweard J. Muybrldge

(British. 1830

33. Vija Celmins (american,
born Latvia 1938

37 Art Fry/|
AND Spencer Si

born 1941}

38 Hymen L:pman tAmerican)

rk. Gift of the Philadeiphia

R E|"J da In honar of Ds
Renes MoKes

Commercisl Museum

Katfmann,Jr,

36. John Baldessari iamer
born 18310

£, Mew Yark, Gift of

mianutacturer

35. Martin Creed

nadation Con
or Gift

af Madern Art,

49. Dieter Rams (Germa

Gift of Albers

rn TEE1). Naw Yor

Manufacture

‘\:hu arm Art
the manufs

Garmany, Tha M

MNew York. Gif

69 Nan Goldin (amer

Nan ar

thg

ty ofJon L. Stryker

er Foundation

81. Edward Ruscha

The End, 19681

82. Interloop Architecture
est, 2007), Mark Wamble |

an

Dawn Finlay |
Ben Thorne {Am:

56. Massimo Vignelli jtalian,

16. Peter Fischli (5wiss sorn
1052, David Welss Swas,
o 1848). Things frem the Room in
the Booi 1898-2000. Paintad
polyurethane, dimensipne varable,

10. Russell Lee (american,
18031898
Purchose Cliant, Hidolgo County;
Texns. 1938, Gatatin gilver print,
7 Vrx8 ¥ B 239 cm).

Sitchen of Tenont

Coroling, ¢ 1628
3 Ve x 8% (162

aum of Modern Art

The Museum of Modarn Art, — Rockelellar approximately 46° x 208" x 10°5*
Maw York, Purct [116Rx6289 23175 cm). The
Muzsum of Modern Art, Naw York
14, Marcel Duchamp 15. Gino Colombini (ratisn, Patncia Prgips de Cuaneros and
09. Jeff Koons (merican, ;_,_,,,.,,.u__'“'"nd..,I.d_ A P e e DCSEH S MR EENGS
barn 1958}, New Shefton Wet/Dny 1218 6m) ';‘nnljlr’flr.— Polysthylena, 10 ¥2x 11" (267 % 27.8
Doubledacker, TBE1. Vaguum d Con, Re {81 %61 cm} : MEI{:{; g:jr ET{F:;:L J:.f“
degicn an. The Musaum ol k 1,
Plexig u:‘j In_Jcr_ _oefr m of Maodern Art, New York New York. &
B LT 2 i the Dannhaisser Foundation e
711 em) The Museum of Modem
Art, New York. Gift af Werner and
Family Foundation
LavmiTmly
f Rssmd
B
of b Mew York Gift of
29 MarcA Chavannes
25, And Warhol iamer: the manufacturar
y W A 32, Mel Bochner american,

1. Alfred W.

WModern Art, New Yark

op Pods), 1BZ8-1057). B 180.2 % 108 cm), The Mu

Box

ounting (Rocks). 1863
7 Vex BT
em), The Mussum of
Modern Art, New York, Gift of

Gift of Ranald A, Kurtz

Plarrs Apraxing

41. John Baldessari (Amer

311 ot Make A

Museumof Modern Art,

John B, Tumer Fund

42. Giovanni Anselmo

1 1834

. Maw York. Giftof

62. William Wegman

59, Kiki Smith (amer

58. Ellsworth Krell},r

1785

Fartinl Coffe
Thie Misair

Mow York. Gift of

The Museum of Maodearn Art

h B. Turner Funo

80. Hiroshi Suglmoto
79.Hans Gugaiot'- .

1indonesia, 18

Reinhold Hacker

uary &3

ex 21 V" (420 o B4 & o)

The Museum of Modarn Art, New

York Dovid 5, MeAlpin Furd

77.Tony Oursler jame

Germany




